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Dear Parents, Guardians and friends
of our school,

has not stopped us from getting ready
for our Christmas concerts (which will
be available to watch online).
November is also the month that marks
the
anniversary
of
the
heroic
Polytechnic Uprising of the 17th
November in Athens, celebrated in both
Greece and Cyprus.

Welcome to November’s Newsletter.
I am Sonia Phocas (BSc./MA) and I
am extremely happy to be back for
another year as a class teacher for the
Greek School of Ayia Triada and its
wonderful team!
I am very happy to be writing this
month’s newsletter. November certainly
took as by surprise as early this month
we, once again, had to return to online
learning due to Covid-19. All our school
branches are running as normal, but
online, except our Saturday morning
Nursery and Reception class which
continues on site at Erdington.

Up and Coming Events
NEPOMAK fundraising campaign
Nursery and Reception Christmas
concert (Erdington and Tamworth
Branches)
Collaborative Christmas concert of
the Greek Community Schools
(Birmingham Ayia Triada &
Apostolos Andreas, Bristol, Leicester,
Cardiff, Manchester and Liverpool)
5-12-2020 YEAR 2 Children and
Nursery will be onsite for christmas
nativity preparations

This, however, has not stopped our
students across school from continuing
their learning, activities and projects,
being productive and having lots of fun!
November is the month when we start
getting ready for the festive season. We
can assure you that social distancing
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19-12-2020 Release of Christmas
Project, Children from various Greek
Schools will share their wishes and
songs with you for the christmas
Christmas Holidays 19/12/2020 –
7/01/2021
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‘Εδώ Πολυτεχνείο!’ 17 Νοεμβρίου 1973
The Athens Polytechnic Uprising against the military Junta
(1967-1974)
This year, November 17th marks 47th
anniversary of the celebration of the
Athens Polytechnic (Politexneio)
uprising against the Greek military
Junta (didactorship) of 1967.
The Athens Polytechnic uprising
consisted of university students—
many of whom sacrificed themselves

during protests—who were against the
corrupted junta regime.
The junta, led by George
Papadopoulos, was an extreme rightwing δικτατορία (diktatoría), or
“dictatorship,” that actively took away
the rights of Greek citizens, including
their ability to have differing political
opinions. Any Greek citizens who
expressed a different πολιτική
πεποίθηση (politikí pepíthisi), or
“political belief,” were imprisoned,
tortured, or exiled.
The junta, trying to control every
aspect of politics, had interfered with
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student syndicalism since
1967, by banning student
elections in universities,
forcibly drafting students and
imposing non-elected student
union leaders in the national
student’s union. These actions
eventually created anti-junta
sentiments among students
which came to a culmination
on November 14th 1973.
On that day students began gathering
at the Athens Polytechnic to
demonstrate against the Junta. The
demonstration, which was coordinated
with occupations of campuses in
Patras and Thessaloniki, turned into a
student rebellion that gathered strength
every day as more and more people
joined. A pirate radio transmitter was
set up and a call went out, inviting all
Greeks to come and protest against the
junta. The repeated phrase
“Polytechneio here! Polytechneio here!
This is the radio station of the free,
fighting students, of the free, fighting
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Greeks!” still echoes eerily in the minds
of those who heard the announcements
in those strange, ominous days.
On November 16th students and other
demonstrated attempted to march from
the Polytechnic to Syntagma Square
but were halted by the police. At 2am
on November 17th army tanks were
ordered to crush the student rebellion
at the Polytechnic. A group of students
came out to try and negotiate a
surrender, asking for time to evacuate
the campus. The officers said they
would give them 15 minutes but did
not even give them 10. As the tank
crashed through the gates of the
Polytechnic, military and police rushed
through to arrest the panicked
students. Mayhem ensued. At least 34
demonstrators were killed, though
many reports claim that the number is
much higher.

We commemorate the day to remember
the value of democracy, of freedom, of
education. The student uprising is
hailed by many as a valiant act of
resistance against the military
dictatorship, and therefore as a symbol
of resistance to tyranny.

November 17th is marked as a holiday
in Greece for all educational
establishments.
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ΕΔΩ ΠΟΛΥΤΕΧΝΕΙΟ
ΕΛΛΗ ΚΙΟΥΣΗ

ΕΔΩ ΠΟΛΥΤΕΧΝΕΙΟ

Παιδεία
Ελευθερία
Δημοκρατία
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November projects
All our children have been working
hard this month and have produced
wonderful work, despite the school

Our Reception class (Worcester and Stourbridge) drew
their favourite autumn animal!
Year 3
(Erdington,
Saturday) got
‘crafty’
making boats
and rockets
out of
everyday
household
objects.

Cornucopia:
Zeus’s Horn of
Plenty –learning
about Greek
myths.
Practicing the days of the
week.
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Its beginning to look
like Christmas!!!! Even
with the lockdown still
fully active, our
Nursery and Reception
class of Saturday are
preparing their
Christmas Decorations.

Nursery and Reception (Erdington,
Saturday) get crafting and practice writing
their names!

Practicing for the
Nursery and Reception
Christmas concert
which will be shown
online.
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NEPOMAK Christmas
Fundraising
NEPOMAK

UK

is

an

independent

children (under the age of 18) and assited

Campaign
organisation which seeks to preserve the

more than 3,200 families so far this
year.

cultural roots and ethnic identity of Cypriot
community in the United Kingdom.

Help Rizokarpasso (UK charity number
273005) – who support the schoolchildren
enclaved in Rizokarpasso, living under
occupation in the northern part of Cyprus.

Every year, around the Christmas period,
our school has organised the Santa
Shoebox Campaign. Parents and children of
the Greek School of Ayia Triada donate gifts
to support young children who are in need.

Help us in spreading some Christmas cheer
by making a donation - A small donation
will go a long way in making a huge
difference to a less fortunate child.

Due to the international crisis caused by
COVID-19 we are unable to run the Santa
Shoe Box campaign this year. However,
vulnerable children in Cyprus need our help
now, more than ever before.
This year, NEPOMAK UK is running a range
of diverse events online to raise funds which
we will donate to directly to charities
supporting children in Cyprus.

You can read more and donate
here: https://www.justgiving.com/crowdf
unding/nepomak-uk-christmas-charitycampaign-2020?utm_term=QMV9V7dAm

Caritas Cyprus (Cyprus charity number 517)
– who currently support approximately 700
About
The Association of Rizokarpasso in Britain was formed
immediately after the Turkish invasion of Cyprus in
1974 which left approximately 1,500 ‘Rizokarpassides’
displaced in the unoccupied area and 3,500 enclaved
in Rizokarpasso. There are now only 228 Greek
Cypriots enclaved in Rizokarpasso, 48 of whom are
schoolchildren. In 1974 there was an immediate need
for urgent assistance and the ‘Rizokarpassides’ in the
UK decided the best vehicle to help was the formation
of The Association of Rizokarpasso in Britain.
From its beginning, in 1975, the Association has had
regular contact with the British Foreign &
Commonwealth Office and Members of Parliament as
well as the UN, EU and other decision making centres
of power abroad. For 44 years it has actively
campaigned for: the reunification of the island and
people of Cyprus; the removal of all Turkish troops from
Cyprus; the repatriation to Turkey of illegal Turkish

settlers in Cyprus;
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; the return of all properties to their lawful owners; the return of all the
refugees to their homes and properties in safety; the abolition of the
anachronistic Guarantor Status held by other countries; the full and
effective investigation of the fate of all the missing persons. The
Association has always participated in the National Federation of
Cypriots campaigns for Cyprus.
At the same time the Association has provided financial support to the
enclaved and other Rizokarpassides, as appropriate, e.g. providing a
€50 Christmas present to each of the 48 schoolchildren in Rizokarpasso,
donating to Melathron Agoniston and Radiomarathon, as well as making
donations to Charities in memory of members, e.g. British Heart
Foundation, Cancer Research, Great Ormond Street Hospital, North
London Hospice.
Εγκεκριμένο εξεταστικό Κέντρο
Εξετάσεων Ελληνομάθειας από το

The Midlands Greek
Cypriot Association

Greek School Ayia Triada Birmingham
Elliniki Kypriaki Estia

Newsletter
The Queen’s
Amongst thousands of entries, our students
achieved amazing results across both the Junior
and the Senior categories! A big well done to
them all, to their teachers and to our
headmistress for taking the initiative and
entering our school in the competition!

We are extremely pleased and proud to
announce the winners of The Queen’s
Commonwealth Essay Competition of 2020.
Ayia Triada students, from Year 4 – Year 7 all
participated in this year’s Commonwealth Essay
competition, with extraordinary results.
The Queen’s Commonwealth Essay Competition
is the world’s oldest international writing
competition for schools, established in 1883.
With thousands of young people taking part
every year, it is an important way to recognise
achievement, elevate youth voices and develop
key skills through creative writing.
This year’s essay subject was about Climate
Change, in order to address the ongoing climate
crisis and encourage youth activism across the
Commonwealth.

Η καταστροφή των ωκεανών είναι ανησυχία όλων
Καλησπέρα Ηγέτες των υπέροχων 53 κρατών της Κοινοπολιτείας μας.
Είμαι εδώ σήμερα για να εκπροσωπήσω τη Μεγάλη Βρετανία και να
σας πω όλους ότι κάνουμε κάτι λάθος. Βασανίζουμε τον Πλανήτη
πνίγοντας με επιβλαβή αέρια θερμοκηπίου. Πρέπει να κάνουμε κάτι
για αυτό και πρέπει να το κάνουμε τώρα! Προτείνω λοιπόν, για να
μειώσουμε την ποσότητα των αερίων του θερμοκηπίου που
παράγουμε, να αφαιρέσουμε όλα τα εργοστάσια παραγωγής
ενέργειας που μολύνουν και να τα αντικαταστήσουν με πιο φιλικές
προς το περιβάλλον μεθόδους όπως: υδροηλεκτρική ενέργεια, ηλιακή
ενέργεια, αιολική ενέργεια και πυρηνική ενέργεια. Προσωπικά, νομίζω
ότι η πυρηνική ενέργεια είναι η καλύτερη επιλογή καθώς παράγει πολύ
περισσότερη δύναμη και παρέχει περισσότερες θέσεις εργασίας σε
ανθρώπους που είναι επωφελείς για την ανάπτυξη των οικονομιών
μας.
Κλιματική αλλαγή. Η λέξη ακούγεται απλά ενοχλητική και ενοχλητική.
Εκατομμύρια λίτρα νερού γεμίζουν τους ωκεανούς μας με νερό που
κάποτε ήταν πάγος σε ένα πεδίο παγετώνων αλλά τώρα έχει λιώσει.
Τα ζώα αναγκάζονται να εγκαταλείψουν τους βιότοπους τους ή να
πεθάνουν και εκείνοι που δεν έχουν συνηθίσει στο πού βρίσκονται ή
τι πρέπει να κάνουν και πρέπει να προσαρμόσουν τη διατροφή τους
στο νέο περιβάλλον τους. Αυτό το πρόβλημα πρέπει να λύσουμε
ΤΩΡΑ για να διασφαλίσουμε την ασφάλεια των ανθρώπων μας και να
αποτρέψουμε τεράστιες πλημμύρες. Ένα άτομο που με ενέπνευσε
είναι ένα μικρό παιδί που ονομάζεται Greta Thunberg. Πολλοί από
εσάς μπορεί να το έχετε ακούσει και έχει αποδείξει ότι ανεξάρτητα από
το πόσο χρονών είστε, μπορείτε ακόμα να κάνετε μια αλλαγή. Έχει
κάνει κάποια εμπνευσμένη δουλειά πρόσφατα και άλλοι θα πρέπει να
τους ακολουθήσουν. Πολλά βιβλία έχουν εμπνεύσει χιλιάδες μικρά και
εμπνευσμένα παιδιά να κάνουν το ίδιο και να ακολουθούν σε κάθε
βήμα.

Προστατέψτε τον πλανήτη μας…
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Tamworth, Tuesday

Erdington, Monday:
Nursery: Christos Kyriacou
Year 1: Andreas Kyriacou, Panayiota
Kyriacou
Year 2: Christos Kyriakou
Year 3: Yiorgos Karafyllidis
Year 4: Zacharias Karafyllidis
Year 5: Nefeli Diasakos
A Level: Savas Kyriacou
GCSE: Aimilia Barton, Panagiotis
Kyriacou

Erdington, Saturday:
Reception: Eliana Kasparis
Year 1: Krystallia Syrinidou
Year 2: Constantinos Haralampakis,
Vaggelis Anastasakis
Year 3: Leo Singleton
Year 4: Anastasis Deriziotis
Year 5: Stavros Dimitriadis
Year 6: Ioli Apostolaki
Year 7: Philipos Psihogios
A Level: Ilias Papaioannou
Ellinomatheia: Sofie Dent

Stoke on Trent, Monday:
Year 1: Apostolos Grigoriou
Year 2: Anna Chatzistergiou
Year 3: Constantina Mallouris

Nursery & Reception: Peter Small
Year 1: Rafaela Socratous
Year 3: Josh Holland

Worcester, Tuesday
Nursery: Noemi Doss
Year 1: John Fletcher
Year 2: Elina Kalispera
Year 3: Andreas Barkas
Year 5: Despoina Prokopiou
GCSE: Christiana Demetreou

Stourbridge, Thursday:
Nursery: Achilleas Stamatopoulos
Year 1: Kyriaki Michael
Year 1adv: John Ioannis Holmes
Year 2: Penelope Oldroyd
Year 3: Christos Gavriel
Year 5: Adriana Xiourouppa
preGCSE & GCSE: Andriana Fantis

Headteacher’s Star students
of November:
John Fletcher Year 1 Worcester
Christos Gavriel Year 3 Stourbridge
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