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Welcome to

Our March Issue
By Despoina Papazoglou

Dear Parents,
Guardians and
friends of our school,

Welcome to March’s
Newsletter.
I
am
Despoina
Papazoglou, teacher at the Greek
School of Ayia Triada in
Erdington,
Stoke-on-Trent,
Worcester and Stourbridge.

COVID-19, to stay in our homes
and try our bests for a brighter
and safer future. The school will
always be next to its pupils and
doing its best to keep them active
via online lessons.
I hope all this come to an end as
soon as possible and be back to
our classes!

This month was very challenging
for all of us. After the mid of the
month our school and schools all
over the Europe and USA have
been forced to remain closed due
to coronavirus pandemic or known
as COVID-19.
Our school right from the
beginning not only tried to keep
its student informed about the
virus; by an assembly from Dr
Virginia Amanatidou member of
our management board, but also
by members of the teaching staff
suppling school with antibacterial
soaps, cleaning tissues and air
sprays, disinfect all areas that we
are using as well as taking lots of
other measures in compliance with
government’s guidance .
Nowadays, we all have been
called to give a battle against the
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In this newsletter, you will find
information about the examinations’
procedure, you will also receive
information of how our classes will
continue and what they will be like
for the rest of the year.
Our aim is to continue and to
complete the school year, so as to
proceed with the next level up in
September. We hope that online
lessons and learning packs that
teachers are sending are designed to
work as independently as possible as
well as with their teachers.
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Our school participated in a drawing competition for children aged 516. A hundred students from nursery, Year 1, Year 2 and Year 3 from all
branches of Ayia Triada School created amazing drawings. In school
there is a board which includes the drawings. I have included a small
random sample of the amazing creativity of our students.
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The Greek war of Independence, also
known as the Greek revolution, was a
successful war of independence waged by
Greek revolutionaries against Ottoman
Empire between 1821 and 1830.
Several decades before the fall of
Constantinople to the Ottoman Empire in
1453, most of Greece had come under
Ottoman rule. During this time there were
several attempts by the Greeks to gain
independence from ottoman control. In
1814, a secret organization called the Filiki
Eteria was founded with the aim of
liberating Greece. The Filiki Eteria planned
to launch revolts in the Peloponnese, the
Danubian Principalities, and in
Constantinople and its surrounding areas.
By late 1821, the insurrection had been
planned for 25 March (Julian Calendar)
1821, on the Feast of the Annunciation for
the Orthodox Christians. However, as the
plans of Filiki Eteria had been discovered
by the Ottoman authorities, the
revolutionary action started earlier. The
first of these revolts began on 6 March/21
February 1821 in the Danubian
Principalities, but it was soon put down by
the Ottomans. The events in the north
urged the Greeks in the Peloponnese into
action and on 17 March 1821, the Maniots
declared war on the Ottomans. This
declaration was the start of a spring of
revolutionary actions from other controlled
states against the Ottoman Empire.
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On 25 March the revolution was officially declared and
by the end of the month, the Peloponnese was in open
revolt against the Turks. By October 1821, the Greeks
under Theodoros Kolokotronis had captured Tripolitsa.
The Peloponnesian revolt was quickly followed by revolts
in Crete, Macedonia, and Central Greece, which would
soon be suppressed. Meanwhile, the makeshift Greek navy
was achieving success against the Ottoman navy in the
Aegean Sea and prevented Ottoman reinforcements from
arriving by sea.
Tensions soon developed among different Greek factions,
leading to two consecutive civil wars. In the meantime,
the Ottoman Sultan negotiated with Muhammad Ali of
Egypt, who agreed to send his son Ibrahim Pasha to
Greece with an army to suppress the revolt in return for
territorial gain. Ibrahim landed in the Peloponnese in
February 1825 and had immediate success: by the end of
1825, most of the Peloponnese was under Egyptian
control, and the city of Missolonghi fell in April 1826 after
a year-long siege by the Turks. Although Ibrahim was
defeated in Mani, he had succeeded in suppressing most
of the revolt in the Peloponnese, and Athens had been
retaken.
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Tensions soon developed among different Greek
factions, leading to two consecutive civil wars.
In the meantime, the Ottoman Sultan negotiated
with Muhammad Ali of Egypt, who agreed to
send his son Ibrahim Pasha to Greece with an
army to suppress the revolt in return for
territorial gain. Ibrahim landed in the
Peloponnese in February 1825 and had
immediate success: by the end of 1825, most of
the Peloponnese was under Egyptian control,
and the city of Missolonghi fell in April 1826
after a year-long siege by the Turks. Although
Ibrahim was defeated in Mani, he had
succeeded in suppressing most of the revolt in
the Peloponnese, and Athens had been retaken.
Following years of negotiation, three Great
Powers—Russia, Britain and France—decided
to intervene in the conflict and each nation sent
a navy to Greece. Following news that
combined Ottoman–Egyptian fleets were going
to attack the Greek island of Hydra, the allied
fleet intercepted the Ottoman–Egyptian fleet at
Navarino. The battle began after a tense weeklong standoff, ending in the destruction of the
Ottoman–Egyptian fleet. By 1828 the Egyptian
army withdrew under pressure of a French
expeditionary force to the Ottoman garrisons in
the Peloponnese then surrendered, while the
Greeks proceeded to the Ottoman-controlled part
of central Greece.

After eight years of war, Greece was finally recognized as
an independent, sovereign state under the London
Protocol of February 1830. Later, in 1832, the London
Conference and the Treaty of Constantinople defined the
final borders of the new state and established Prince Otto
of Bavaria as the first king of Greece.
The Greek Revolution is celebrated by the modern Greek
state as a national day on 25 March.
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Activities for younger children
and the history of some of the
most important figures of
Elliniki Epanastasi you can find
at the National History Museum
of
Greece:
http://www.nhmuseum.gr/el/ekpaideysi/ekpa
ideytiko-yliko/

Αθανάσιος Διάκος, Θεόδωρος Κολοκοτρώνης,
Παπαφλέσσας, Μπουμπουλίνα, Μιαούλης, Μαντώ
Μαυρογένους, Κανάρης, Μάρκος Μπότσαρης και
χιλιάδες άλλοι ήρωες και ηρωίδες με γενναιότητα, με
παλικαριά, αφιέρωσαν και θυσίασαν τη ζωή τους για
τη Λευτεριά!
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Despite the fact that the Cypriots were
against war and violence, the strong and
persistent attitude of the British provoked
them from resorting to an armed struggle
however limited only to guerilla warfare
and to defensive opposition. Cyprus
continued the fight for almost four years
hoping that the British would grant their
petition. The people remained strong and
determined in spite of the many tortures
and captures they faced with the British.
And on August 16 1960, a cease fire was
declared by the EOKA because of the Zurich
agreement. On that day, Cyprus was
granted independence by the United
Kingdom however the union with Greece
was denied. After which on March 31 1959,
the campaign of the EOKA was formally
ended.

Every year during the 1st of April, Cyprus
commemorates the Greek Cypriot National
Day or EOKA in memory of the
establishment of the National Organization
of the Cypriot Struggle known as EOKA
(Ethniki Organosis Kyprion Agoniston).
EOKA aimed to fight for the country’s
independence against the British colonies
on 1955 and its union with Greece.
The history…
EOKA was a nationalistic organization
established by Archbishop Makarios during
the 1950’s to claim the country’s
independence. Apart from this aim, the
EOKA also planned of achieving enosis, or
the unification between Cyprus and Greece.
The campaign of the EOKA pushed through
with this advocacy. And on April 1, 1955,
the EOKA surprised the British with bomb
attacks and explosions. This struggle of the
EOKA continued up to February of 1959 all
carrying one voice for the British.

Greek Cypriot Day Traditions, Customs and
Activities
During the commemoration day of the EOKA or
known as the Greek Cypriot National Day, the
people, especially the students and members of
the institutions attend to church gatherings and
religiously observe the holiday. Most schools also
hold tributes and programs in their classes to
educate the students about the history behind
this special event in the country.
References: Please follow:

The organization was then led by George
Rivas and his military expertise that he
achieved from his education at the Hellenic
Military Academy. EOKA’s main target were
the bases of the British Army.
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http://aglobalworld.com/holidays-around-theworld/cyprus-greek-cypriot-day/
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Students wore their
costumes and
learned about
Greeks and Cypriots
carnival customs
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Pupils of the
Month

0l

Erdington, Monday:
Nursery: Leonidas Elia
Year 1: Jenny Papacharalampous
Year 2:
Year 3: Nikolas Izamis
Year 4:
Year 5:
Year 6: Ioannis karafyllides
GCSE: Sofronia Barton
A-Levels: Nefeli Tsirtsoni

Erdington, Saturday:
Nursery: Aris Darrie Papagianakis
Year 1: Alexandros Halaili
Year 2: Christina Christou
Year 3: Eleni Symeonidou
Year 4: Zoi Papankolaou
Year 5: Ioli Apostolaki & Andrea Ellina
Year 6:
GCSE: Stavros Papadopoulos
Ellinomatheia: Leon Dent

Stoke on Trent, Monday:
Nursery/Reception: Anastasia Antoniou &
Alexandros Catzistergos
Year 1: Ektoras Islamidis
Year 2: Nikos Pozidis
Year 6: Maria Eliza Athanatou

Tamworth, Tuesday
Nursery:
Year 1:
Year 2: Gabriella Butler
Year 5:
Year 6: George Daniels

Worcester, Tuesday
Nursery & Reception: John Fletcher
Year 1:
Year 2:
Year 4:
Pre-GCSE: Katerina Fletcher
GCSE: Kiki Smith

Stourbridge, Thursday:
Nursery/ Reception:
Year 1 & 1adv:
Year 2: Christiano Xiourouppa
Year 3:
Year 4: Nefeli Diasakos
Year 6 & GCSE: Michaella Tiniozou
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Headteacher’s Star students of
March-April

Up and Coming
Events

Emilia Barton
Vangelis Anastasakis
Dimitrios Papanikolaou
Alexandros Chalaile

Google Classes

All children across our school have receive google
classes login name and password. All material
concerning the classes as well as assessments,
quizzes, fun and learning activities will be uploaded
on Google classes starting from the week
commencing 21st April 2020. Children will need to
download their working resources and print them
for when they want to work on them. The time for
completing and returning tasks will usually be one
week as usually every week we have a new topic.
Most teachers across our school are required to use
Google Meet for their lessons as this is GDPR, but in
the case we use other platforms this is mainly
because some of the families find platforms such as
zoom/viber/teams much easier to use.

❖ 04-04-2020-20-04-2020: Easter
Holidays
❖ 21-04-2020-15-06-2020. Summer
Term 2020 will be shorter than
previous years. School will start
summer break on the 16th June
2020
❖ 21-04-2020: First Day back to
school-online classes
❖ 28-05-2020: End of Year
Assessments
❖ 30-05-2020: Submission of
Essays for the International
Competition of UNESCO.
❖ 30-05-2020: Submission of
Commonwealth Essays

The table below is our draft plan for our GCSE students taking examinations in Modern Greek. The
students will be able to work on various different assessing tasks which are scheduled according
to the plan below. This is a draft plan and will be finalised by the 21st of April. For any changes
you will be notified by your child’s teacher
Date
Assessment

Time
Released
Time of
Submission
Duration

27-04-2020
Monday
Speaking
[1]
Appointment
will be given
Appointment
will be given
20 mins

28-4-2020
Monday
Reading
[1]
Foundation
& Higher
10:00am

08-05-2020
Friday
Reading
[2] Final
Foundation
& Higher
10:00am

21-04-2020
Tuesday
Listening
[1] Final
Foundation
& Higher
12:00am

08-05-2020
Friday
Listening
[2] Final
Foundation
& Higher
12:00am

22-04-2020
Wednesday
Writing
[1]
Foundation
& Higher
13:00pm

05-05-2020

11:30am

11:30am

13:30am

13:30am

15:00pm

15:00 pm

F 50mins
H 1h 05
mins

F 50mins
H 1h 05
mins

F 35mins
H 45 mins

F 35mins
H 45 mins

F1h 15 mins
H 1h 25
mins

F1h 15 mins
H 1h 25
mins
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Writing
[2] Final
Foundation
& Higher
12:00am
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Time to Celebrate…
Time for Easter…
Tsoureki
On Thursday evening, all of
the Greeks prepare for the
Holy Weekend. Everybody
makes the delicious sweet
Easter bread, called Tsoureki
This is eaten on Easter as
the three braid of the bread
represent the Holy Trinity.
Many people even cut into
the shape of a cross.

Midnight Church Service & Candles
Late on Saturday night, before midnight all the people go
to all the churches, which all seem full to bursting. Then
Church
Flags,
Tomb
follows aBells,
festival
of light
thatofis a true delight - at midnight
Jesus-Epitafio
the church goes dark and the bells ring out to proclaim
On resurrection,
Good Friday, and
there
is a start cheering and letting off
the
people
sombre
atmosphere
and
the Greeks young and old buy
fireworks and crackers! The
church
flagscandles
fly
or makebells
theirring
ownand
Easter
which they take to the
half
mast,
and
in
some
church on this night. The priest lights a candle
villages
a shrine
representing
representing
of Jesus’
eternal flame and everyone lights
the
tomb
of
Jesus
is
carried
their candle from this one. People carefully carry their
in
the streets.
Themake
church
is
candle
home and
a black
cross on their house with
dressed
in
black
in
a
the flame to bless themselves.
mourning mode of the death
of Jesus and the Epitafio is
dressed in flowers. This sad
mood is soon broken in true
Important: Greek School aims to ensure that all personal data
Greek style,
with
collected about
staff,lots
pupils,of
governors, visitors and other individuals is
collected, stored processed in accordance with the General Data
eating and
singling
and
loud
The Midlands Greek
Protection Regulations (GDPR). Please visit our website for the GDPR
Cypriot Association
policy
noise.

Easter is celebrated all over Cyprus and Greece the
mainland and on the islands, it is a family
celebration as well as being the most significant
time in the Greek Orthodox Church. For the
church it is a celebration of the death and
resurrection of Christ, and also dating from ancient
times it marks the changing seasons and the arrival
of spring. The date of Easter in Greece is marked
by the Grecian calendar and so does not fall at the
same time as Easter in other European countries.
The Holy Week, or Easter week, including Good
Friday, Easter Sunday and Easter Monday are all
public holidays in Cyprus and Greece. Families get
together and people enjoy a holiday air, and there
are many wonderful food traditions that Greeks
follow around Easter time.

Church Bells, Flags, Tomb of JesusEpitafio
On Good Friday, there is a somber
atmosphere and the church bells ring and
flags fly half mast, and in some villages a
shrine representing the tomb of Jesus is
carried in the streets. The church is
dressed in black in a mourning mode of
the death of Jesus and the Epitafio is
dressed in flowers. This sad mood is soon
broken in true Greek style, with lots of
eating and singling and loud noise.
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The blessed period of Lent is fast approaching to
its close and we will soon be celebrating the feast
of all feasts, the Great and Holy Feast of Pascha
– the life-giving Resurrection of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. However, for us to be
partakers of this great feast we are first called to
“journey with Him and be crucified with Him” and
walk along the path of the Passion, Crucifixion,
Death and Resurrection of our Lord. And this is
the purpose of Holy and Great Week.
I would like to briefly summarise the meaning of
each day of Holy Week and its importance in our
spiritual struggle which will enable us to live the
glory of the Resurrection.

On Great and Holy Monday, we commemorate
Joseph the Patriarch, the beloved son of Jacob.
Joseph's story is told in the final section of the
Book of Genesis (chs. 37-50). Because of his
exceptional qualities and remarkable life, our
patristic and liturgical tradition portrays Joseph as
typos Christou, i.e., as a prefigurement or image
of Christ. The story of Joseph illustrates the
mystery of God's providence, promise and
redemption. Innocent, chaste and righteous, his
life bears witness to the power of God's love and
promise.

episode makes it clear that nominal Christianity is
unworthy of God's kingdom. Genuine Christian
faith is dynamic and fruitful. Those who belong to
Christ ought to live and walk in the Spirit; and the
Spirit will bear fruit in them: love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control (Galatians 5:22-25).
On Holy Tuesday the Church calls to
remembrance the parable of the Ten Virgins
which relates to Christ’s Second Coming. From
this parable we learn that Judgment Day will be
like the situation in which the virgins of the
parable found themselves: some will be ready to
receive the bridegroom and others will not. The
bridegroom is Christ and the bride is us longing
to be with Christ in the Kingdom of Heaven.
On Holy Wednesday the Church invites the
faithful to focus their attention on the sinful
woman who anointed the head of Jesus shortly
before the passion while tears were flowing from
her eyes. These are tears of repentance. And our
most merciful Christ forgives her sinful life. The
repentance of the sinful harlot is contrasted with
the tragic fall of the chosen disciple.
On Thursday of Holy Week four events are
commemorated: the washing of the disciples'
feet, the institution of the Sacrament of the Holy
Eucharist at the Last Supper, the agony in the
garden of Gethsemane, and the betrayal of Christ
by Judas.

Also, on Great and Holy Monday the Church
commemorates the event of the cursing of the fig
tree (Matthew 21:18-20). The fig tree is symbolic
of Israel becoming barren by her failure to
recognize and receive Christ and His teachings.
This
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On Great and Holy Friday, the Orthodox
Church commemorates the death of Christ on
the Cross. This is the culmination of the
observance of His Passion by which our Lord
suffered and died for our sins. This
commemoration begins on Thursday evening
with the Matins of Holy Friday and concludes
with Vespers on Friday afternoon that
observes the unnailing of Christ from the
Cross and the placement of His body in the
tomb.
On Great and Holy Saturday, the Church
contemplates the mystery of the Lord's
descent into Hades, the place of the dead.
Death, our ultimate enemy, is defeated from
within. "He (Christ) gave Himself as a ransom
to death in which we were held captive, sold
under sin. Descending into Hades through the
Cross, He loosed the bonds of death" (Liturgy
of St. Basil). On Great Saturday our focus is
on the Tomb of Christ. This is no ordinary
grave. It is not a place of corruption, decay
and defeat. It is life-giving, a source of power,
victory and liberation.
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On the Great and Holy Feast of Pascha, Orthodox
Christians celebrate the life-giving Resurrection of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. This feast of
feasts is the most significant day in the life of the
Church. It is a celebration of the defeat of death,
as neither death itself nor the power of the grave
could hold our Saviour captive. In this victory that
came through the Cross, Christ broke the
bondage of sin, and through faith offers us
restoration, transformation, and eternal life. On
this joyous occasion we will all sing the triumphal
hymn of the resurrection:
Christ is risen from the dead,
by death he has trampled on death,
and to those in the graves given life.
Χριστός Ανέστη
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