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By Magda Koufomeriti 
Class Teacher Greek  
 

Dear Parents, Guardians and friends of our 
school, 

Welcome to January’s Newsletter and to the 
new school term. I am Magda Koufomeriti, 
teacher at the Greek School of Ayia Triada and 
I need to express my enthusiasm for being a 
member of this wonderful school and 
community! 

We hope you all had a wonderful Christmas 
break with your family . I would like to wish you 
all Happy new year! May the new year bless 
you with health and happiness and make your 
dreams blossom!  

Writing this month’s newsletter makes me 
realize that we have a busy and productive 
term planned with a variety of interesting 
learning activities and events for the children. 
Your child’s teacher will also be providing you 
with the Curriculum information for this term.  

This year is very different than the others. Our 
school continue the online lessons until the 
15th February 2021.It has been so encouraging 
to see our children running back into online 
classes with enthusiasm and this is an excellent 
chance to set our aims and goals for the new 
year. 

 

 

 

Our aims for the new 

year………   

Our school aims to promote 
the personal development and long-life 
learning by working with children 

• to encourage themselves to 
participate in class discussions and 
activities in Greek 

• to have self- esteem and be confident 

• to respect themselves and the others 

• to learn how to work independently 
and collaboratively  

• stay safe and positive 

• attend the online lessons  

• complete your work and upload it at 
the Google classroom  
 

 

 

Our January Issue  
Welcome to  
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Our school celebration is coming! 

This year, we will celebrate on the 30ρd of 

January the memory of the Three Great 

Hierarchs and Ecumenical Teachers, Basil the 

Great (January 1st), also known as Basil of 

Caesarea, Gregory the Theologian (January 

25th), also known as Gregory of Nazianzus and 

John Chrysostom (November 13th).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Three Hierarchs are honored as saints in 

Eastern and Western Christianity and each 

one’s life and contribution to Christian faith is 

celebrated on an individual day. Our fathers 

among the Saints are known as the Three Holy 

Hierarchs for their leadership of the Church 

and they were at their apex in the firmament 

of the Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church 

during the fourth century and at the beginning 

of the fifth. 

 

 During the eleventh century, disputes raged in 

Constantinople about which of the 

three hierarchs was the greatest. By the will of 

God, the three hierarchs appeared to St. John 

Mauropous ('Black-foot'), Bishop of Euchaita 

(June 14 or October 5), in the year 1084, and 

said that they were equal before God: "There 

are no divisions among us, and no opposition 

to one another." Since then (1911), a common 

celebration in their honour was established. 

https://orthodoxwiki.org/Hierarch
https://orthodoxwiki.org/index.php?title=John_Mauropous&action=edit&redlink=1
https://orthodoxwiki.org/index.php?title=John_Mauropous&action=edit&redlink=1
https://orthodoxwiki.org/June_14
https://orthodoxwiki.org/October_5
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They are considered patron saints of education 

and students and the 30th January is celebrated 

annually as the “Three Hierarchs and Greek 

Letters Day”. 

They lived in roughly the same time period. St. 

Basil and St. Gregory were born in 

approximately 329 or 330, and St. John 

Chrysostom was born about 347. St. Basil and 

St. Gregory met when they were still in school 

in Caesarea, and then formed their famous 

friendship later, when they were both studying 

in Athens. As far as we know, they never met 

St. John. Certainly St. John knew of St. Basil and 

St. Gregory, since by the time John became a 

man, they were famous throughout the 

Christian world.  

All three men lived exemplary lives. Their life, 

thought, ethos and faith are still alive and 

speak to us within our soul and our being. They 

stood up against attacks, and held their 

ground, not only in the things they said and 

wrote, but in the way they conducted 

themselves. They are fighters for virtue and 

righteousness and our guiding lights.  

The very epicenter of the Three Hierarchs’ 

teaching was the Gospel and the Holy 

Scriptures. St. Basil and St Gregory the 

Theologian are revered for the defense of the 

Nicene understanding of God against all the 

various expressions of Arianism. The God is 

three equal persons in one nature, The Father, 

The Son and The Holy Spirit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ΟΙ ΤΡΕΙΣ ΙΕΡΑΡΧΕΣ 

 

 

 

            

                           Ήταν σπουδαίοι δάσκαλοι, 

   ρήτορες και συγγραφείς, 

πρώτυπα φιλανθρωπίας 

και μεγάλης αρετής. 

 

Ο Μέγας ‘’Πανεπιστήμων’’ 

ήταν ελεήμων. 

Έχτισε για τα παιδιά σχολείο 

και ορφανοτροφείο 

                        (Βασίλειος ο Μέγας) 

 

Τον είπανε Χρυσόστομο 

γιατί είχε στόμα χρυσό. 

Έγραψε πολλά βιβλία 

για τον  Πανάγαθο Θεό. 

                   (Ιωάννης ο Χρυσόστομος) 

 

Δεν έγινε οικογενειάρχης  

μα άξιος Πατριάρχης. 

Πολέμησε τους αιρετικούς με λόγο, 

γι’αυτό τον είπαν Θεολόγο. 

                                   (Γρηγόριος ο Θεολόγος)  

 

. 
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St. Basil was born 

at Caesarea in 

Cappadocia. 

 While still a child, 

the family moved 

to Pontus, but he 

soon returned to 

Cappadocia to live 

with his mother's 

relations. Eager to 

learn, he went to 

Constantinople and 

spent four or five years there and at Athens. 

It was at Athens that he seriously began to 

think of religion and how to keep his body 

under submission by asceticism. 

He was ordained presbyter of the Church at 

Caesarea in 365. In 370 Eusebius, bishop of 

Caesarea, died, and Basil was chosen to 

succeed him. 

St. Basil along with his sister Macrina were 

responsible for standardizing the monastic rule 

so well that even today, monastics world-wide 

use St. Basil’s Greater and Lesser Rules to live 

by. St. Basil established guidelines for monastic 

life which focus on community life, liturgical 

prayer, and manual labor.  

In addition to his work as a theologian, St. Basil 

was known for his care of the poor and 

underprivileged. A lasting monument of his 

episcopal care for the poor was the great 

institute before the gates of Caesarea, which 

was used as poorhouse, hospital, and hospice.  

He suffered from liver illness and his 

excessive asceticism seems to have hastened 

him to an early death.  

 

St. Gregory the 

Theologian was 

born in Arianzus. 

Ηe studied 

in Caesarea, in 

Alexandria and in 

Athens. As he was 

sailing from 

Alexandria to 

Athens, a violent 

sea storm put in 

peril not only his 

life but also his 

salvation, since he had not yet been baptized.  

With tears and fervor, he besought God to 

spare him, vowing to dedicate his whole self to 

Him, and the tempest gave way to calm. 

At Athens, St. Gregory’s and St. Basil’s 

acquaintanceship grew into a lifelong brotherly 

love.  

After their studies, Gregory became Basil's 

fellow ascetic, living the monastic life together 

with him for a time in the hermitages of 

Pontus. His father ordained him presbyter of 

the Church of Nazianzus, and St. Basil 

consecrated him Bishop of Sasima. 

About the year 379, St. Gregory came to the 

assistance of the Church of Constantinople, 

which had already been troubled for forty 

years by the Arians. There he began to preach 

his famous five sermons on the Trinity, called 

the Triadica. In 381, he was elected archbishop 

by the Second Ecumenical Council. When St. 

Meletius of Antioch, who was presiding over 

the Second Ecumenical Council, died, St. 

Gregory was chosen in his stead. Having 

https://orthodoxwiki.org/Ordination
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Presbyter
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Asceticism
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Caesarea
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Baptism
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Ascetic
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Hermit
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Ordination
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Presbyter
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Church_of_Constantinople
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Arianism
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Sermon
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Trinity
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Second_Ecumenical_Council
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governed the Church until 382, he delivered his 

farewell speech-the Syntacterion, in which he 

demonstrated the Divinity of the Son. In this 

speech he requested, and received from all, 

permission to retire and he returned to 

Nazianzus, where he lived to the end of his life 

in 391. 

Because of his God-inspired theological 

thought, he received the surname 

"Theologian." St. John Chrysostom’s was   born 

in Antioch and he was baptized in 370. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He studied theology, while practising extreme 

asceticism and later he became a hermit.  

For two years, the saint 

lived in a cave in 

complete silence, but 

was obliged to return to 

Antioch to recover his 

health. Saint Meletius, 

the Bishop of Antioch, 

ordained him deacon in 

the year 381. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 386, was ordained a presbyter in 386 by 

Bishop Flavian I of Antioch. The most valuable 

of his works are his Homilies on various books 

of the Bible. 

His surname means “Golden Mouth” and he is 

famous for his clear and concise sermons, his 

way of explaining the faith and the Bible so that 

everyone could understand and apply the 

  Έλα πες μου τι΄ναι εκείνο 

που με κάνει να δακρύζω, 

που με κάνει να γελάω, 

που με κάνει να ελπίζω; 

Έλα πες μου ,τι είναι εκείνο, 

που με κάνει να γιορτάζω, 

που με κάνει να πετάω, 

στα ουράνια να καλπάζω; 

             Ένα βιβλίο......... 

   Πες μου ,τι αξίζει πιο πολύ 
   από τα φλουριά; 
 
    Πες μου ,τι χαρίζει γέλιο, 
    κέφι και χαρά; 
 
   Έλα πες μου τι γεμίζει  
   παρηγοριά την καρδιά; 
 
    Έλα πες μου τι σκορπίζει , 
    την πιο μαύρη συννεφιά; 
                
                         Ένα βιβλίο........ 
 

https://orthodoxwiki.org/index.php?title=Theology&action=edit&redlink=1
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Hermit
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Presbyter
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Flavian_I_of_Antioch
https://orthodoxwiki.org/File:John_Chrysostom.jpg
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knowledge to their own lives. For twelve years 

the saint preached in church, usually twice a 

week, but sometimes daily, deeply stirring the 

hearts of his listeners. 

He particularly emphasized almsgiving. He was 

most concerned with the spiritual and 

temporal needs of the poor. He spoke out 

against abuse of wealth and personal property 

In 397, he was called to be the bishop of 

Constantinople. During his time as bishop he 

adamantly refused to host lavish 

entertainments and he was determined to 

reform his clergy. He met much resistance and 

limited success. His banishments 

demonstrated that secular powers had strong 

influence in the eastern Church at this period 

in history. He died in exile, on September 14th, 

407. 

 

 

 

 

 

Χρόνια μας πολλά!!!!!!! 

 

 
 
. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

                            
 
                                    

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Προσευχή......... 

                         Προσευχή στους τρεις Ιεράρχες 

 

Τα χεράκια μου σταυρώνω 

Τη φωνούλα μου υψώνω 

Και σας παρακαλώ θερμά 

Ιεράρχες ταπεινά: 

 

Εσείς που είστε οι φωστήρες 

και του κόσμου οι σωτήρες 

,φώτιστε κι εμένα το μικρό 

να είμαι πρώτο στο σχολειό. 

https://orthodoxwiki.org/Alms
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Bishop
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We would like to congratulate the following 
students of the Ayia Triada for their success in the  
Ellinomatheia -October 2020 certification exams. 

 

 
 

 

 

            
                                         
 
                               
 
 
 

                       

   

                             
 

 

 
 

 

•Matopoulos Fotios           A1 

•Terry Joshua                      A1 

•Robinson John                  A1 

•Smith Kiki                          A2 

•Jassell Athena-Zoi            A2 

•Zochiou Mariangela         A2 

•Jassell Angelina-Maria   B1 

  Barkas Athanasios            B2 
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          Andreas Barkas ,year 3 Worcester  
 

 
 
 
 

 
From me ,headteacher and all school staff 
Best wishes ,for the new year 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                              

 
 
 
 Erdington 
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7.01.2021 First day of Second Term 

25.01.2021-30.01.2021 mock test  GCSE class/first series of course work 

30.01.2021 Three Hierarchs Celebrations 

01.02.2021-21.03.2021 registration forms for Ellinomatheia exams 

08.02.2021- 13.02.2021 parents meeting 

09.02.2021 International Day of Greek Language  

15.02.2021-20.02.2021 Spring half term Holiday 
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Pupils of the Month 
Erdington, Monday:  
Nurser:Georgios Koukoulis 
Year 1:Theo Witter  
Year 2:Andreas Marinou 
Year 3:Christos Serghiou 
Year 4: Zaccharias Karaphillides 
Year 5:Nefeli Diasakos 
GSCE 1: Ioannis Karaphillides 
GSCE 2:Antonio Perkins 
 

Erdington, Saturday:  
Reception:Marios Resiniotis 
Year 1:Antonis Marco 
Year 2:Andreas Dimitriadis 
Year 3:Poseidonas Karagiannopoulos 
Year 4:Eleni Symeonidou 
Year 6:Angeliki Symeonidou 
GSCE:Ioannis Manousis 
A Level: Stavroula Fiotaki 
Ellinomatheia:Sophia Dent 

Stoke on Trent, Monday 
Year 1: Joel Pascal Courtot 
Year 2: Constantinos Athanatos 
Year 3: Constantina Antoniou 
 

Tamworth, Tuesday: 
EYs: Savvas Panayi 

Year 1:LAnna Maria Kamenou 
Year 2:Zacharias Glov 

Worcester, Tuesday:  
Nursery & Reception: Lucas Draper 
Year 1: John Fletcher 
Year 2: Elina Kalispera 
Year 3: Andreas Barkas  
Year 5: Despoina Prokopiou 
GCSE:Christina Demetriou 
 

Stourbridge, Thursday:  
Nursey:Achilleas Stamatopoulos  
Year 1:Costas Gabriel  
Year 2: Penelope Oldroyd 
Year 3:Christiano Xiouroupa 
Year 5: Anna Gallen 
 GCSE: Michaella Tiniozou  
 

 


