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Dear parents, 

 

 

Welcome to February’s Newsletter Issue. Now, 

the longer days are evident and, although it 

remains cold, there are definite hints that the 

Spring is on the way. With excitement 

rippling across the school, along with the 

heavenly voices of our children and the sight 

of their beautiful work in our school, February 

was definitely a month of an interdisciplinary 

approach towards student learning.   

 

At first, let me introduce 

myself so as to travel 

together through the 

following pages. My 

name is Ria Trygousi 

and I am member of 

the education staff of 

Ayia Triada’s Greek 

School. Having majored 

in the field of music, it is difficult for me not 

to utilize this powerful tool so as to inspire 

and influence children. So, my presentations 

for this 

month’s 

assemblies 

derived from 

music.  

 

 

 

 

 

During the first assembly, we talked about the 

formation of a classical orchestra. Students 

were very familiar with this topic and there 

was a lot of interaction.  

The topic of the following assembly was the 

“Classical Music 

in Animated 

Movies”. Children 

enjoyed watching 

short animated 

videos where 

music enhanced 

the storytelling, 

realizing that 

music has great 

potentials with 

no boundaries.  

The last assembly welcomed the cultural 

context of the festive Carnival mood in 

conjunction with dance and music. 
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Finally, the first half of the Spring Term was 

completed with a walk to the lake where  

children enjoyed the sunny weather and 

experienced the nature. 

 
  
  
 
 
 

 

 

 

Apart from this, February was the 

month that members of the 

Management Board and Teachers 

completed the Diplomats Mission 

Visiting to Constantinople.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils of the Month 
The following students have been awarded as pupils 

of the month for attenndance, effort, achievement 
and participation: 

Erdington, Monday:  

Reception: Pavlos Paphitis 
Year 1:  Savvas Kyriakou 
Year 2: Melina Doss, Nefeli Diasakos 
Year 3: Lefteris Orthodoxou 
Year 4: Eleni Varnava 
Year 5: Savvas Kyriacou 
Year 7: Giorgos Tayar 

Erdington, Saturday:  

Reception: Andreas Dimitriadis 
Year 1:  Martha Tsiaga 
Year 2: Fotios Matopoulos 
Year 3: Melita Shakespeare 
Year 4: Elissavet Matopoulou 
Year 5: Nefeli Argyrou 
Year 8: Stratos Papadopoulos 

Stoke on Trent, Monday:  

Nursery/Reception: Vasilios Chorozoglou, 
Apostolis Grigoriou 
Year 1: Nikolaos Tzomiadis 
Year 2: Lucia Costa 
Year 4: Alexandros Tsiamis 
Year 7: Julie Demetrios 

Tamworth, Tuesday  

Nursery: Joseph Small 
Year 1: Vasoulla Butler 
Year 5: George Daniels 
Year 6: Georgia Lambrou

Worcester, Tuesday  

Nursery: John Fletcher  
Year 1: Andreas Barkas 
Year 3: Demetrios Gouvas 
Year 4: Katerina Fletcher 
Pre-GCSE: Kiki Smith 

Stourbridge, Thursday:  

Reception: Kyriaki Michael 
Year 1: Penelopy Oldroyd 
Year 1 advanced:  Sofia Ioannou 
Year 3: Andriana Xiouroupa 
Year 5: Luke Gallen 
Year 7: Angelina Jassel 

Cannock, Thursday:  

Year 5: Giorgos Mohamed 
 

 

````````` 

Up & Coming 
events 

3rd March 1821 – Annual Memorial of Ev.     
         Pallikaridi and G. Afxentiou 

25th March 1821-Greek National Celebration 
Sunday 24th March 2019 

Mother’s Day 
Saturday 30th March 2019 
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-Our Trip to 

Constantinople- 

By Alex Cook 

 

During February’s half term holidays, our School 

along with members of the Cyprus Educational 

Mission embarked on an educational and historical 

journey to the once capital city of the Byzantine 

Empire, Constantinople.  

Our group was an enthusiastic bunch of teachers, 

members of the school councils and other 

representatives from many Greek Schools around 

England, all of us eager to soak up the historical 

importance of the City, and learn about Greek 

presence in modern day Istanbul.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our first stop was exploring the once Greek 

neighbourhood of the City, the Fanari, a beautiful 

collection of houses collected round the Ecumenical 

Patriarchate. The Fanari of course is no longer 

Greek but its Christian origins are evident wherever 

you look: from inscriptions to architecture. The most 

dominant building in the Fanari is undoubtably the 

legendary school, I Megali toy Genous Scholi, 

which is housed in an incredible, palatial 

establishment at the top of the Fanari hill, and is 

visible from everywhere in the district.  

 

We were very pleased to be welcomed there by 

members of the few remaining Greeks of 

Constantinople, the teachers and the Headmaster of 

the school, who -very kindly- showed us round 

and spoke to us about I Megali Tou Genous Scholi 

and its 

history, as 

well as its 

mission in the 

modern-day 

world. Apart 

from the 

grand 

corridors, the 

famous lists of alumni, what was truly exciting  
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about the school, is the fact that it has managed to 

keep and maintain Greek language and tradition 

intact and in use since 1454, as it was built by the  

Patriarch just one year after the City fell to the 

Ottomans, and it has been operating ever since!. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our next stop during our trip was our private 

audience with his All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch 

Bartholomew in the Patriarchate of Constantinople. 

The ‘Green Patriarch’ as He is sometimes known 

around the world, is the very head of the Orthodox 

world, as he is ‘first among equals’ and therefore 

the leader of more than 350 million around the 

globe. His All-Holiness was a kind, informal, and 

quiet man who welcomed us to His City and spoke 

to us about the troubles He is facing, both in 

Constantinople and abroad (Especially with the 

recent autocephality of the Ukrainian Church) and 

urged us to look after All of God’s Creation, 

including and highlighting the Earth’s natural 

environment. He also blessed us and asked us to 

continue doing our duty of teaching our children 

Greek. 

In gratitude for this audience our group presented 

Him with a handmade picture of Cyprus, created 

by pupils from one of England’s Greek Schools. 

Our journey continued with visits to the City’s 

excellent museums, the Top Kapi Palace, the Dolma  

 

Bachtse, the Holy Monastery of I Panagia Tis 

Zoodochou Pigis, I ekklisia tis Choras and the 

legendary  Monastery of I Panagia ton Vlachernon, 

where in ancient times, the Patriarch of 

Constantinople, when left alone to defend the city 

during a major siege, had taken its holy icon and 

with the remaining people of Constantinople had 

sung hymns and said prayers all night to the 

Virgin, standing on the City walls, to save the City 

from the enemy. Miraculously, during the night, a 

huge wind sunk all of the enemy’s ships and of 

course the miracle was attributed to the Mother of 

God. It’s this event that we celebrate when singing 

the ‘Akathistos Imnos’. In honour of this story, our 

group offered to 

sing the hymn 

within the church 

upon our 

departure and it 

was a very 

emotional and 

moving moment 

when it 

happened. 

Speaking of 

emotional 

moments, most 

of us were very 

moved, when our 

group, which 

was guided by a real Greek Constantinopolitan, Mrs 

Katerina Prokou, entered the Hagia Sophia. Truly, 

not enough can be said to describe the almost 

mythic cathedral: Its Beauty and History was 

unrivalled! We all took our time to take it all in; its 

wonderful dome, which traditionally is said to be 

held by God with a string in heaven, its columns, 

each one devoted to a different Saint, and brought 

from the  
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temple of Artemis at Ephesus (one of the 7 wonders 

of the world), and of course its golden but sad 

mosaics of Christ and the Virgin Mary. It was here 

that Emperor Constantine Palaiologus addressed his 

people for the last time before going into deadly 

combat with the Ottomans and apologised to them 

for not being able to save Constantinople… 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Speaking for the entire group, I can surely say that 

this trip will remain unforgettable to us. It not only 

brought us in touch with history and glorious 

moments from our Byzantine past, but showed us 

what it means to keep your cultural, religious and 

gnoseological characteristics and freedoms in all 

times and types of adversity:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It emphatically showed  

us what a very high and 

important duty we have, as 

Greeks and Cypriots living 

outside our homeland, to love, 

respect and maintain the Greek 

language and its immensely rich 

traditions, as they are for ever 

linked with and are the building 

block of our unique identity.  

Alex Cook 
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Students are always engaged in various 

interactive teaching activities and have a lot 

of fun with their friends!! 

 

 

 

 

Nursery-Monday Erdington 

Teacher: Mrs M. Koufomeriti 

Children explore the parts of their faces! 

 

 

 

 

Nursery-Stourbridge 

Teacher: Mrs M. Koufomeriti 

Playing with cards to learn vocabulary about 

animals! 

 

 

 

 

Enjoy our Activities during 

February 
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Nursery-Stoke on Trent 

Teacher: Mrs E. Tsenteme 

Children learn to express their emotions and 
feelings in Greek language. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1-Stoke on Trent 

Teacher: Mrs E. Ranou 
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Nursery-Tamworth 

Teacher: Miss. E. Trygousi 

Children immersed themselves in February’s 

carnival atmosphere and were taught basic 

vocabulary related to the topic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Year 1 – Monday 

Erdington 

Teacher: Miss. D. 

Maravelaki 

Learning words in 

Greek while playing 

educational games! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nursery-Saturday Erdington 

Teacher: Miss A. Tantarouda Papaspyrou 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


