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Welcome to
Our December Issue
By Evangelia Bakola
Class Teacher

Up and Coming
Events

Dear Parents,
Guardians and friends
of our school,
Welcome
to
December’s Newsletter.
I am Ms Evangelia
Bakola with BA in philology,
teaching GCSE / Year 6 students
at Stoke-on-Trent, Tamworth and
Stourbridge.
It is exciting opportunity to have
this years Christmas Edition to
prepare,
and
this
month’s
newsletter as you will notice is
full of your children’s activities
and photos from our Christmas
themed events.
The most
important celebration of the year
is coming! Christmas holidays
are upon us and our school wish
you to celebrate them with
friends and family! Given the
opportunity that am given
through this newsletter, I would
like to wish you all Happy and
Exciting Holidays and may 2019,
be a wonderful year for all of
you!
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Christmas Cake Sale 10-12-19-20-12-19
MOCK GCSE Exams Modern Greek
results across School from 07-12-19 up
until 14-12-19 .
Our Parents evenings were completed
successfully this December from 14-112019-18-12-2019.
20-12-2019 Submitted applications for
GCSE examinations May-June 2020
Our school remains closed from 19/12
/2019 to 06/01/2020 for Christmas
holidays.
25th January 2020- Three Hierarchs
Assembly
2nd and 3rd February visit by the School
Inspector for the Three Hierarchs
Weekend Celebrations
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Starting this month’s Celebrating Edition we
would like to send our gratitude and a huge
thank you to the Company Charalambides
Christi for the financial Support of £8000 they
have generously gave our school for the
building our Year 1 classroom. The new
classroom hosts 14 children of ages 5 and 6
years old.

CHARALAMBIDES CRISTIS ltd is
one of the biggest companies in
Cyprus in producing quality
dairy products of high nutritional
quality, adhering to international
standards.
CHARALAMBIDES CRISTIS
exports its products to 32
countries (including EU, Russia,
Australia, Middle & South East,
US) and stands as the largest
exporter of dairy and cheese
products, with the main export
product being the traditional
Cyprus Haloumi. The company is
well know for their interest in the
education affairs of Cyprus and
widely appreciated for their work
and support of schools through
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competitions
and other events
of Educational
interest.
As many of you are aware three
years ago our school took part in
a competition for children’s
magazine, and although our
magazine was not the winning
one, the Chairman and CEO of
the company was impressed of
our schools effort to create new
classrooms and a library and
offered financial support towards
this cause.
We, and especially the students
of Year 1, would like to extend
our huge THANK YOU to the
company of our classroom.
Without your support we would
not be able to have our lessons in
this amazing new classroom
environment.
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festival. On Christmas Eve early in the
morning all Christians go to the church
in “Leitourgia” in order to celebrate the
birth of Christ. Christian Orthodox
names are celebrated the same day, as
well (Christos, Christina, EmanouhlEmanouella, Crystalla).
People decorate a Christmas tree at the
end of November with lots of different
ornaments or even a wooden small
boat with lights.

The children used to get their presents
on New Year’s Eve and not on
Christma’s day , as the Santa is “AiVasilis”, whom they celebrate on the 1st
of January. After

Christmas is a festival celebrating the
birth of Jesus. Today, it is one of the
most popular festivals throughout the
world.Popular
customs
including
exchanging gifts, decorating Christmas
trees, attending church, sharing meals
with family and friends and, of course
waiting for Santa Claus to arrive.
Cypriot and Greek Christmas is
traditionally a solemn, religious
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children had gone to sleep, Ai-Vasilis
came and placed the presents of the
family under the tree. The children
used to wake up early in the morning
for the presents. ”. On the first day of
the year, after the traditional family
lunch, the vasilopita is cut up and each
member selects a piece. Inside the cake
there is a hidden coin, and it is
believed that the one who finds it
she/he will have a lucky year.
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Unlike the Christmas turkeys that have
into vogue by the the English influence,
Roast pork, “xoiromeri” is the real
Christmas traditional meal.
However, apart from “Vasilopita”, the
traditional big cake , people bake
handmade delicious “melomakarona”,
“kourambiedes”
and“diples”.
On
Christmas Eve, they also prepare
“Christopsomo”, a slightly sweet bread
, whose name means “the bread of
Christ” and typically has a cross
kneaded into it.

Beatiful “Carols” , called “Kalanda”
have been handed down from
Byzantine times and ancient Greek .
On Christmas Eve (25th December)
carrying triangles and/or other musical
instruments , groups of friends –
especially children- gather and go from
door to door in order to sing the
Christmas Carols. They knock peoples’
doors, asking “Na ta poyme; Na ta
poume;”, which means “shall we say
them?’’.
After singing, they are
awarded either with money or/and
traditionals
sweets,
such
as
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and

melomakarona.

In addition, in the morning of the
Epiphany day (6th January)
grandfathers and grandmothers
in Cyprus used to “ploumizoun”
(give
money)
to
their
grandchildren, after telling them
the following verse “Kalimera kai
ta phota kai thn ploumistira
prota”.
According to the myths, there are
little mischievous and even
dangerous
spirits
called
“Kalikantzaroi”,
who
appear
causing mayhem and playing
tricks on people for 12 days , from
Christmas Eve to Epiphany day
(6th of January). Legend has it
that they find their way to
people’s houses through the
chimneys, so many people keep
their fireplaces lit in order to
scare them – this tradition is
called
“burning
the
christokoutsouro”. On Epiphany
day,
some
people
throw
“loukoumades” onto their roofs
in order to scare them away
even hang an olive/basil branch
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blessed by holy water from the
church on the front door in order
to scare off the evil spirits.

In the Orthodox tradition, in the
6th January we celebrate the
Crist’s baptism by throwing a
cross in the sea and dozens of
people dive into the cold water to
catch it. The person who finds is
blessed by the church and is said
to have a lucky year.

first woman who reach the
fountain is blessed with luck for a
whole year.

sources : www.history.com/
www.britannica.com
www.chooseyourcyprus.com
WWW.theculturetrip.com

Καλήν εσπέραν θα σας πω
τζι αν είναι ορισμός σας
Χριστού τη θεία γέννηση
να πω, να πω στ’ αρκοντικόν σας.
Χριστός γεννιέται σήμερον
στης Βηθλεέμ την πόλη
οι ουρανοί αγάλλονται
μαζί, μαζί τζι η φύσης όλη.
Γεννιέται μες στο σπήλαιον
στη φάτνη των αλόγων
ο βασιλιάς των ούρανων
τζι ο πλα - τζι ο πλάστης ημών όλων.
Αντζιέλοι εις τον ουρανόν
ψάλλουν το «εν υψίστοις»
τζιαι κάτω φανερώνεται
εις τους βοσκούς ο κτίστης.

Feeding the Fountain is a
tradition found in mainland
Greece – especially in villages.
During the 12 days of Christmas
women
walk
around
the
fountains with filled in water
pitchers in complete silence. The
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Που την Περσίαν έρκουνται
τρεις μάγοι με τα δώρα
τζι έναν αστέριν λαμπερόν
τους ο - τους οδηγά στην χώραν.
Το Πάσκαν που ΄ννα τρώετε
εις το αρκοντικόν σας
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δώστε τζιαι κανενού φτωχού
α πού, απού το φαγητόν σας.
Χρονιά πολλά να ζήσετε
να `στε ευτυχισμένοι
τζιαι στο κορμίν τζιαι στην ψυσιήν
να ΄σα - να ΄σαστεν πλουμισμένοι.
Source: http://kea.schools.ac.cy/

Our school celebrate for Christmas on Sunday
15th of December in Erdington and 8th of December in
Stoke on Trent . Our children’s chorus as well as the
plays «The nativity play & the little girl with the
matches” completed successfully.
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Pupils of the
Month
Erdington, Monday:
Reception: Antonis Izamis
Year 1: Pavlos Pafitis
Year 2: Georgios Karafillides
Year 3:Melina Doss
Year 4: Anastasia Cosma
Year 5:Antonio Perkins & Mariliz Thouki
Year 6: Ioannis Karafyllides
Year 8: Andreas Serghi
Pre – GCSE: Savvas Kyriakou
GSCE: Sofronia Barton

Erdington, Saturday:
Reception: Georgios Fafitas
Year 1: Evangelia Charalambaki & Andreas
Dimitriadis
Year 2: Eleni Kantidakis
Year 3: Anastasios Deriziotis
Year 4 : Zoi Papanikolaou/Evangelos Fiotakis
Year 5: Andria Ellina & Aggeliki Symeonidou
Year 6: Camille Ur Rehman
Tamworth, Tuesday
Year 8:Elias Papaioannou
Nursery & Reception: Theodore
Ellinomatheia: Sophia Dent
Glover
GCSE: Marianna Tsouli
Year 1: Nicola Pitsillidis
Stoke on Trent, Monday:
Year 1+: Zoe
Nursery/Reception: Alexandros Islamidis
Year 2: Lexi Holland
Year 1: Christos Pozidis
Year 5: Gianni Christofi
Year 3: Luciana Kyriakou
Year 6: George Daniels
Pre-GCSE: Maria-Eliza Athanatou
GCSE : Alexandros Simonis

Worcester, Tuesday
Nursery & Reception: Valentina
Prokopiou
Year 1: Elina Kalispera
Year 2: Andreas Barkas
Year 4 : Nikoleta Fletcher
Year 5-6:Katerina Fletcher
Pre-GCSE: Katerina Fletcher &
Thanos Barkas

Stourbridge, Thursday:

Headteacher’s Star students
of December:

Nursery/ Reception: Costa Gavriel/
Andreas Kurdali
Year 1 & 1adv: Ioannis Holmes &
Andriana Demetrios
Year 2: Christos Gavriel
Year 3: Loucas Tiniozou
Year 4: Nefeli Diasakos
Year 6 & pre GCSE: Athena Jassell
GCSE: Angelina Jassell

Christos Fantis
Andreas Barkas
Luke Gallen
Konstantinos Charalambakis
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