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                                   Dear Parents, 

Welcome to this month’s newsletter, 

we’ve had a fantastic year so far and 

covered a wide variety of subjects 

with all our students. 

As a teacher I am particularly 

looking forward to the coming 

months, as we will soon be celebrating Easter with our 

students introducing them to our faith and traditions 

whilst having a bit of fun and enjoying the upcoming 

spring weather. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone 

who has been supporting the school and will continue 

to help with further funding to ensure we provide our 

students, especially as we are looking forward to 

introducing a new nursery and reception classroom. 

 What we covered this month: 

 The annual memorial for Gregory Afxentiou and Evagora 

Pallikaridi 

 This month we had the opportunity to take part in an all 

day training course in safe guarding children in education on the 

5th of March 

 Our GCSE students have been working hard to prepare 

for there upcoming Greek speaking exams. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this Months 

Newsletter. 

Kind regards 

Christalla Kalisperas (Teacher, Worcester) 

PGCE EYF, QTS  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome note for 
  

Up and Coming Events 

and Holidays: 

 25th March English Good Friday- We would 

like to wish all our English families and friends 

Happy Easter 

 Oral Examinations for GCSE on the 26th 

of March  from 8:00-12:00 

 Sunday 27th March 2016- Annual National 

Celebration for the 25th of March 1821 , 

Evangelismo and 1st of Apriliou 1955-59. 

 (Also on this date fundraising for the building 

project of our new Nursery and Reception 

Classroom. A delicious cake sale will be taking 

place at  the Estia after Church to help with the 

funds) 

 From Monday 21st of March until 2nd of April – 

our schools will be closed for the English Easter  

 Saturday 9th April- visit by the head of KES 

from London-Ismini Hadjiyianni Gkika 

 Saturday 16th of April – visit from Kiria 

Papalouka to our School. The Greek Consulate 

(Proxenos ) will also be visiting on the 10th of 

April. 

 Monday 2nd of May – Cake sale  and 

traditional the Flaounes  to raise money for    

the school. 

 

March Issue: 
 

Happy Easter 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d2/Flag_of_Greece_and_Cyprus.svg
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This month we celebrated  the Memorial of Grigoris 

Afxentiou a hero and a fighter who fought against 

the British rule of Cyprus and is considered a 

national hero. In the hierarchy of EOKA. Also 

another hero Evagoras Pallikaridis was a member 

of EOKA during the 1955–1959 campaign against 

British rule in Cyprus. 

 

 

 

We remembered the soldiers with sadness but 

most of all with pride. The students worked hard 

with all their teachers to make this a memorable 

day. These two heroes are buried in the 

“imprisoned graves” (Φυλακισμένα Μνήματα) in 

Nicosia and here below we have added an 

abstract about them and the place where they 

are buried as they are very important historical 

figures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the 1955-59 struggle for the liberation of 

Cyprus from the British yoke the colonial rulers 

constructed in the Nicosia Central Prisons a 

small cemetery which has gone down in history 

as the "Imprisoned Craves". When John 

Harding was governor of Cyprus it was decided 

to bury here those hanged and also leading 

figures of the National Organization of Cypriot 

Fighters (EOKA) killed in fighting so that their 

funerals might not provide an opportunity for 

mass rallies and militant demonstrations. 

Buried in the Imprisoned Craves are thirteen 

heroes-martyrs, nine of whom were executed 

by hanging in the Nicosia Central Prisons, three 

fell in the battlefield and one died in a military 

hospital after being injured in fighting. Their only 

crime was their love for freedom. Amongst the 

heroes buried there are two of whom we 

celebrated on Sunday, 6th March: Evagoras 

Pallikaridis and Gregoris Afxentiou. 

Gregoris Afxentiou was born in Lysi Village in 

February 1928. His parents were farmers and 

he had another sister. He finished primary and 

secondary education in Cyprus and then he 

moved to Greece.  

 

Pupils of the Month:  

We take this time to acknowledge the students of 

the month. Although all students have made 

significant progress these students in particular 

have surpassed our expectations. 

Erdington Saturday & Monday: 
Mariam Sergi, Anna Karafillidis, Ilias Papaioannou, 

Emmanouel Agapakis, Nikolas Izamis, Zoe 

Lambrou, Vasiliki Stamelos, Aimilia Burton, kammil 

Ur Rehman. Sofia Pitsillidis, Zacharias Kasapi-

Philips,  

Stoubridge: Evgenia Kolovou, Lefteris 

Orthodoxou. 

Worcester: Katerina Fletcher, Despoina 

Prokopiou, Kiki Smith, Nicole Constantinou 

Cannock: Lola Turley, Renna Theodoulou, 

Pantelitsa Pavlou. Demi Georgiou 

What we got up to: 

 

Moments from March 

 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d2/Flag_of_Greece_and_Cyprus.svg


 

   

 
 

Newsletter 
Greek School of Ayia Triada Birmingham 

Design: Dr. S. Tryfonos 

Despite his dream was to study in the Military 

School-Σχολή Ευελπίδων, he did not managed 

to achieve this but he studied in another military 

school- Σχολή Εφέδρων Αξιοματικών and at the 

same time he was preparing for studying 

philosophy at a Greek University. Following this 

he served the army in  Greece. When he 

completed his military service he returned back 

to Cyprus and he started working for his dad. 

Meanwhile Cyprus was under the ruthless rule 

of the British Empire. In January 1955 he joins 

EOKA and he becomes a leading figure of the 

National Organisation (EOKA).  

He became one of the worst 

enemies of the British rulers 

as he organised and carried 

out many attacks and 

explosions against the British 

army when the struggle for 

liberation started. This made 

him the most wanted Cypriot 

man at the time (He was wanted for £5000).For 

a long time Afxentiou was hiding from the British 

by moving constantly and changing his look 

while at the same time he was planning attacks 

and training soldiers.  He will eventually end up 

with his camp in Mahaira mountains,  although 

he initially was in the monastery of Mahaira. 

When  

When the English soldiers found him, he fight 

for many hours with extreme bravery. The 

British army because they could not capture 

him alive they decided to burn him alive. 

 Afxentiou asked his soldiers to surrend and he 

stayed in his hideout until he was dead. 

 

 

 

(resource and information: http://www.drasis-

kes.org/2016/03/grigoris-afksentiou.html) 

Evagoras Pallikaridis was just a young 
teenage when he was hanged and buried in the 
Fylakismena Mnimata. He was the youngest 
from the heroes who were hanged. Pallikarides 
was born in Tsada, Paphos District, one of five 
children of Miltiades and Aphrodite Pallikarides. 
He studied at the Greek High School of Paphos 
where, at age 15, he participated in his school's 
boycott of the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II 
in June 1953 

Due to celebrations in honor of Queen 
Elizabeth II's coronation, the British raised the 
Union Jack at all schools throughout Cyprus. 
Paphos was the only town where celebrations 
were not held because Pallikarides had 
deliberately taken down the British flag from the 
Paphos Gymnasium Gym propylaea (entrance) 
and knew full well what the consequences of 
such an act would be. He carried on his 
resistance with other secondary school pupils 
by forcibly bending during the night all British 
flag bearing iron posts along the main street 
entrance to Paphos as well as with 
demonstrations. When EOKA began the 
struggle against British colonialism in 1955, 
Pallikarides took part in several anti-British 
demonstrations and joined EOKA when  

 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d2/Flag_of_Greece_and_Cyprus.svg
http://www.drasis-kes.org/2016/03/grigoris-afksentiou.html
http://www.drasis-kes.org/2016/03/grigoris-afksentiou.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tsada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paphos_District
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paphos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen_Elizabeth_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_Jack
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/EOKA
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he was just 17 years old. In November 1955 on 
his way to school he saw two British soldiers 
mercilessly beating a friend who had been 
arrested and tied to an electricity pole because 
he refused to say who lowered the British flag 
during the previous night in the grounds of the 
Paphos Hospital. Pallikarides assaulted, struck 
the two British soldiers and freeing his friend 
escaped the scene. He was arrested himself 
later on the same day and sent for trial at the 
Paphos District Court on alleged charges of 
rioting. 
Pallikarides 
denied the 
charges and 
was ordered 
to reappear 
for trial on 
December 6, 
1956. 
Anticipating 
imprisonment 
in the special 
concentration 
camps set up 
by the British for mere suspects, he decided to 
take to the mountains, where he joined one of 
the many EOKA guerrilla groups that operated 
throughout Cyprus. Over the next year, 
Pallikarides participated in several guerrilla 
operations. Meanwhile, a reward of 5,000 
pounds was put on his head by the British Army. 

Pallikarides was arrested on December 18, 
1956 because he was caught red-handed with 
his guns loaded on a donkey. The police had 
privately reported that he had murdered a man, 
considered to be a British collaborator by 
EOKA, although there was no evidence for this 
claim of murder.  

I know you will sentence me to 

death, but whatever I did, I did 

as a Cypriot who wants his 

liberty. 

 

 

At his trial Pallikarides did not deny possession 
of the weapon. He said he did what he had to 
do as a Greek Cypriot seeking his freedom. He 
was sentenced to death by hanging for firearms 
possession on February 27, 1957. Pallikarides 
was hanged on March 14, 1957, at the age of 
19.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(resource and  

information: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evagoras_Pallikarides ) 

Here’s some Photos from some of 

our  events ,well done to all our 

Children. 
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We also celebrated Clean Monday (in 

Greek known as  Kathara deftera), also 

known as Green Monday, is the first day of 

lent for the Greek Orthodox - a period which 

lasts 40 days till Easter. 

Green Monday is a public holiday in Cyprus 

and is celebrated outdoors usually 

in  fields, parks or on beaches. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also below are photos from the 

Safeguarding children in Education which 

took place at Hotel La Tour on Saturday 5th 

March 2016. Here at our school we aim at 

providing all staff and members of the 

Management Board the appropriate 

training to ensure that our children are 

studying at a school where we maintain the 

best possible standards (given that our 

school is not a government funded school) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GCSE Class preparing 

for Oral Examinations 
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Photos from Nursery 

and Reception 

Classes from 

Worcester School, 

Erdington Saturday 

and Stourbridge as 

well as Years 2 and 3. 

Children were 

working on a Journey 

to Europe Project as 

well as Greece, 

History and Culture 

 

 

 

Celebrating KATHARA 

DEFTERA (GREEN 

MONDAY) OR 

KOULOUMA 
Many thanks to Mrs Chrystalla-Stylianou Kalispera who 

was responsible for the content this month’s Issue. 
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