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 Dear Parents, 

Welcome to this month’s additional special 

issue. We would like to express our 

congratulations to all of the children who 

took part in the annual celebration of 25th 

March 1821. We would also like to thank all the members 

of the Management Board of the School for preparing 

nice cakes and traditional treats for the ‘Cake Sale 

Event’ for raising money for our new classroom, as well 

as all those people who contributed to our event by 

buying or helping to sell our cakes and treats. 

 

There are more events coming during the next two 

terms and we would additionally welcome any ideas for 

fundraising for our new nursery classroom and 

playground project (More information will be included 

in our April’s issue). 

Warm Regards 

Dr. S. Tryfonos 

Headteacher 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
On Sunday 27th March 2016 we celebrated the 195 years 
from the Day of the Greek Revolution… For our youngest 
generation here follows briefly some historical highlights 
(Text taken from :http://www.ahistoryofgreece.com/ 
revolution.htm,  Wikipedia, Greek History Book, Lykeiou) 

In 1821 Greece is controlled by the Turks, 
except for the Ionian islands which has 
been occupied by the Venetians, then the 
French and in 1815 

 

by the British. The rebellion of the Greeks 
actually begins in Moldavia when an army 
of 4500 Greeks led by General Alexander 
Ypsilantis, a Phanariot, a member of the 
Filiki Eteria (Friendly Society), invades. 
Filiki Eteria was found in 1814 by Emanouel 
Xanthos, Nikolaos Skoufas and Athanasios 
Tsakalof.  

When the revolution breaks out in the 
Peloponessos, the Sultan in 
Konstantinoupoli hangs the Patriarch 
Grigorios V for failing to keep the Greek 
Christians in line which they considered his 
duty for the vast privileges they allowed 
him. The Phanariot Greeks fall in line 
behind the new patriarch and condemn the 
revolution. But in the Peloponessos the 
rebellion is making progress and combined 
with Ali Pasa's rebellion in Ipiros the Turks 
have their hands full.  

On March 25th 1821 Bishop Germanos of 
Patras(Παλαιόν Πατρών Γερμανός) raises 
the flag of revolution at the monastery of 
Agia Lavra near Kalavrita and the battle cry 
of "Freedom or Death" becomes the motto 
of the revolution. 

 

 

 

 

Nevertheless, fighting begins to break out 
all over with massacres committed by both 
the Greeks and the Turks. On the island of 
Chios 25,000 Greeks are killed while in 
Peloponessos the Greeks kill 15,000 of 
the 40,000 Turks living there.  

On March 13th 1821, twelve days before 
the official beginning of the War of 
Independence, the first 'revolutionary flag' 
was actually raised on the island of Spetses 
by Laskarina Bouboulina (though there 
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were several 
revolutionary 

flags which could 
lay claim to being 
the first, including 
Hydra). Twice 
widowed with 7 
children but 
extremely rich 

she 
owned several 

ships.   Bouboulina and her fleet of 8 ships 
sailed to Nafplion and took part in the siege 
of the impregnable fortress there. Her later 
attack on Monemvasia managed to capture 
that fortress. She took part in the blockade 
of Pylos and brought supplies to the 
revolutionaries by sea. Bouboulina became 
a national hero, one of the first women to 
play a major role in a revolution. 

 

The Greeks, led by local heroes like 
Theodoros Kolokotronis  from Mani, 
capture the Peloponessos and form a 
provisional government, electing the 
Phanariot Alexandros Mavrokordatos 
president. On April 26th the Greeks attack 
Athens and the Turks of the city are forced 
to flee to the Acropolis. They are rescued in 
August by Turkish troops but finally 
surrender in June of 1822. By mid July, 
about half had been massacred, others 
died of disease, and over the next months 
the rest (550) were evacuated by foreign 
diplomats. In the meantime the Greeks in 
Peloponessos, (or the Morea as it was 
called), are fighting amongst themselves.  
 
 
 

In European cities scholars and poets like 
Lord Byron embrace the Greek cause and 
sway public opinion. The Greek struggle is 
interpreted by many Europeans 
simplistically and romantically as a battle 
between the ideals of the ancient Greeks 

against the ruthless 
Turks who had been 
occupying and 
suppressing them. 
Many, including Lord 
Byron, volunteer to 
fight and become 
leaders and heroes of 
the revolution, known 
as the Philhellenes 
(friends of the 
Greeks). In 1823 Lord 

Byron arrives in Mesologgi, to take part in 
the resistance there, but dies three months 
later, following a sudden illness. In 1826 the 
Peloponessos is back in Turkish hands and 
Athens is one of only a few cities controlled 
by the Greeks. When the Turkish army 
returns, a major battle takes place and on 
June 5th the Acropolis is surrendered. 
Among the fifteen hundred Greek dead are 
22 of the 26 Philhellenes. By 1827 the 
Turks have all of Greece with the exception 
of Nafplion and a few islands.  

In 1828 Count Ioannis Capodistrias of 
Corfu is elected the first governor of Greece 
by the assembly of Troezene as the 
Turkish-Egyptian army leave the 
Peloponessos once and for all. The Greeks 
draw up a constitution as a republic and on 
March 31st 1833 the Turkish troops who 
have been occupying the Acropolis leave.  
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Four years after being elected President, 
Kapodistrias is assassinated in the new 
capital city of Nafplion supposedly by 
members of a Mani clan, the Mavromichalis 
family, who were at odds with his belief in a 
strong central government. A year later the 
17 year old Otto (Othon), son of Ludwig of 
Bavaria, is declared King of the Greeks by 
the British, Russians and French. He 
arrives in Nafplion by boat a year later to 
great fanfare…  

The motto of the Greek Revolution of 1821, 
“Freedom or Death”, becomes the national 
motto of Greece and from 1838 the 25th 
March1821, which marked the beginning of 
Greek Revolution, is celebrated and is also 
a national holiday. 

 

 

 

 

Children from all branches of our School have 
taken part in this year’s celebration. All children 
have put an immense amount of effort to learn 
their poems and songs. Their performance was 
outstanding and touching to all the people who 
were present. Amongst the guests were, the 
honorary consuls of Cyprus and Greece Mr C. 
Petroues and Mr C. Philippides, the Chair of 
Church Committee, the Chair of Greek Cypriot 
Estia  and the Chair of Ladies Committee and 
the Chair and members of the Management 
board of our school.  
Moments of Pride… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following  are some 

 
Photos from Sunday’s  

 

Celebration in the church… 
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