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Dear parents, 

Welcome to January’s 

Newsletter Issue. This 

month’s edition was 

assigned to me, 

Marianna Dolapsaki. I 

am a fairly new member of the 

teaching staff of the Greek School of 

Ayia Triada Birmingham, and I feel I 

have to say, that I am impressed with 

the teaching and learning environment 

as well as the children and parents. 

Originally, I come from Crete and I 

have studied Maths at the University 

Of Crete and I have long experience in 

primary education and my experience 

extends from teaching children of 

primary school at a school, to 

providing support learning, 

interventions, and special needs and 

not only, in literacy and numeracy. 

Working with children is my passion. 

Working at the Greek School of Ayia 

Triada is a great challenge and new 

exciting opportunity.  

 

 

Just one month in the  

Greek School and it was a month  

Full of activities and events. Lots of 

Hard work and preparation for an 

event I could not even understand the 

full extend and the meaning of it. 

Eventually I felt so proud of being part 

of it and of being part of preparing for 

it with our school children. 

Here, far from our homeland, we are 

working with first, second and third 

generation of children from Cyprus 

and Greece, as well as children who 

their families recently migrated to 

Greece. The Level of Language 

Communication, Understanding and 

Speaking in the school is amazing and 

the effort and hard work of children 

inspires any  teacher and gives us life 

examples. 

 

In this month’s issue your will have 

the opportunity to see and read about: 

→ Students of the month 

→ the activities of the school and of 

children of various classes of the 

school 

→ the visit of Dr Aristos Kapnisis in 

our school and the workshop 

about healthy teeth 

 

 

Welcome Note for 
Our January Issue 
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→ the Three Hierarchs and why we 

celebrate them. 

→ the Visit of the Minister of 

Education and Culture Dr Costas 

Champiaouris 

→ forthcoming events of the school 

→ about the plans for the building 

of new classroom before the end 

of the year 

 

Students of the month: 

Choosing ever month the child that has 

really worked hard and put an effort 

which was exceptional is never an easy 

job for a teacher. Knowing that children 

may be added in the month’s 

newsletter, as students of the month, 

adds value and pride to the efforts that 

we see. Children love and need praising, 

and at the Greek School of Ayia Triada 

Birmingham we know these very well. 

This month, choosing the students of 

the month was even harder, as all 

children across school have worked 

hard and have come back after holidays 

full of positive energy and ready for 

work. Well done to all our children.  

 

 

I hope you will join me  

congratulate all children and 

 especially the following:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Erdington, Monday:  

Reception:Ioanna Ntoco 
Year 1:  Athanasios Kasinalis 
Year 2: Annysia Barton  
Year 3: Antonio Perkins 
Year 4: Eleni Varnava 
Year 5: Ioannis Karafyllides 
Year 7: Angeliki Neophytou 

Erdington, Saturday:  

Reception: Demetra Greaves 
Year 1:  Christina Christou 
Year 2: Jason Singleton 
Year 3: Stavros Dimitriadis 
Year 4: Ioli Apostolaki 
Year 5: Maria Sofia Apostolaki, Kammil Ur Rehman 
Year 8: Nefeli Tsirtsoni 

Stoke on Trent, Monday:  

Nursery/Reception: Anna Hadjistergou, Vasileios 
Horozoglou 
Year 1: Constantina Antoniou 
Year 2: Luciana Kyriakou 
Year 4:Antonis Antoniou  
Year 7: Thekla Antoniou 

Tamworth, Tuesday  

Nursery : Rafaela Socratous  
Year 1: Gabriella Butler 
Year 5: Giorgos Socratous   
Year 6: Irini Pitsillidi

Worcester, Tuesday  

Nursery: Smaragda Vasilogiannaki   
Year 1: Andreas Barkas 
Year 3:Nicoleta Fletcher 
Year 4: Katerina Fletcher 
Pre-GCSE: Kiki Smith 

Stourbridge, Thursday:  

Reception: Costas Gabriel 
Year 1: Penelopy Oldroyd 
Year 1 advanced: Sebastian Millard 
Year 3: Andriana Xiouroupa 
Year 5: Michaella Ttiniozou 
GCSE: Zacharias Perkins 

Cannock, Thursday:Mariam Mohamed 
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We have introduced many activities 

during January and children really 

enjoyed them. We worked around topics 

such as health, healthy eating, winter, 

Three Hierarchs and the general topic 

our Greek School.  Starting from the 

Nursery the photos speak for 

themselves: 

 

Teacher: M Koufomeriti 

Μαθαίνω για τα ζώα που πέφτουν σε χειμέριο ύπνο 

(Monday-Nursery ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stourbridge Nursery 

 

 

 

 

Activities during January 
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Tamworth Nursery: Teacher. E. Trygousi 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3, Erdington Monday, 

Teacher: P. Vasilaki- Prepositions 

 

 

Year 4, Erdington Monday, 

Teacher: S.Tryfonos/P Vasilaki- At the Market-

Healthy Eating 

 



 

   

 
 

Accredited  ΚΕΓ Midlands  UK 

Newsletter 
Greek School of Ayia Triada Birmingham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We ate pastitsio and Greek Salad. We talked 

about healthy eating, traditional Greek and 

Cypriot food and we talked about giving 

instructions to prepare food and in general. 

 

Stourbridge-Year 1, Stourbridge 

Teacher: Alex Cook 
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Erdington Monday -Year 7 

Teacher: Alex Cook 

 

 

 

Dr Aristos Kapnisis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children enjoyed this healthy teeth workshop with 

Dr Aristos Kapnisis, they enjoyed some activities 

and learnt about healthy habits to look after their 

teeth. 

 

Looking after our Teeth 

Προσέχουμε τα δόντια μας 
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Early Years Groups: Saturday, Erdington 

Teacher: A Tantarouda Papaspyrou 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Years Groups: Stoke on Trent 

Teacher: E. Tsenteme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Half Term Holidays: 

18/02/2019-23/02/2019 

Visit to Konstantinoupoli 

Members of the Management Board and 
Teachers will be joining the Diplomats Mission 
visiting Konstantinoupoli from 18 February-23 
February 2019 

Tsiknopempti- School Activities 

Thursday 28th February 2019 

Annual Memorial Afxentiou-
Pallikaridis 

Sunday, 3rd  March 2019 

Up and Coming Events 
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Why Do we celebrate they Three Hierarchs and 

who were they? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Basil the Great, St. Gregory the Theologian 
and St. John Chrysostom – the three Holy 
Hierarchs. We celebrate their feast day today, 
the 30th of January, but why? Each of them 
has their own day, when we celebrate their 
lives and contributions to our Orthodox faith. 
But what did they do that makes them so 
amazing we have to celebrate them together? 

They lived in roughly the same time period – 
the fourth century. St. Basil and St. Gregory 
were born in approximately 329 or 330 AD, 
and St. John Chrysostom was born about 347 
(Basil and Gregory would have been about 
eighteen years old). St. Basil and St. Gregory 
met when they were still in school in 
Caesarea, and then formed their famous 
friendship later, when they were both studying 
in Athens.  

 

 

As far as we know, the three never met, even 
though their life spans overlapped and even 
though they lived in the same general area – 
the area of the world we today know as 
Turkey. Certainly St. John knew of St. Basil 
and St. Gregory, since by the time John 
became a man, they were famous throughout 
the Christian world. It’s also probable that 
Gregory would have heard of St. John, since 
he began preaching around 386 and St. 
Gregory didn’t die until 391. Basil, 
unfortunately, was dead by then (he died in 
379). 

Some believe that Basil and John were best 
friends, but it’s likely that the Basil referred to 
in St. John’s writings was another man, given 
that those two were of an age and spent a 
great deal of time together, and St. John, who 
was living in Antioch, wrote of tricking his 
friend into being ordained a priest. We know 
during this period that Basil the Great was 
experimenting with monasticism on his 
family’s estate in the northern province of 
Pontus (not too far from the Black Sea) in 
what is now Turkey, and working in Caesarea 
in centrally located Cappadocia with the 
bishop, Eusebius. As St. John’s Basil was 
ordained in Antioch which is located near the 
eastern shores of the Mediterranean, and Basil 
the Great was ordained in Caesarea, it’s 
unlikely the two were the same man. 

St. Basil is revered for the defence of the Nicene 
understanding of God against all the various 
expressions of Arianism. He, along with his 
sister Macrina were responsible for 
standardizing the monastic rule in Asia Minor  

 

Celebrating the Three Hierarchs 
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so well that even today, monastics world-wide 
use St. Basil’s Greater and Lesser Rules to live 
by. His dearest friend, St. Gregory the 
Theologian, was famed for both for his defence 
of the Nicene understanding of God (that God 
is three equal persons in one nature, and God 
the Son is as uncreated and eternal as God the 
Father), but also for his understanding of, and 
expounding of theology – knowledge of God 
– as John Behr noted. “Gregory, whose words 
express true theology, who alone has been 
known, from the Council of Chalcedon 
onwards, as ‘the Theologian,’ a title he shares 
only with John the Evangelist.” St. John 
Chrysostom’s surname means “Golden Mouth” 
and he is famous for his clear and concise 
sermons, his way of explaining the faith and 
the Bible so that everyone could understand 
and apply the knowledge to their own lives. 

All three men lived exemplary lives, living the 
words they preached, exhorting those who had 
fallen away or were living a worldly, sinful life 
to come back to the faith, and be cleansed. 
They stood up against attacks, and held their 
ground, not only in the things they said and 
wrote, but in the way they conducted 
themselves. 

Their fame, obviously, outlived them. Their 
words were read, copied and discussed in the 
centuries after their deaths, they were 
recognized as saints and their feast days were 
celebrated throughout Christendom. In the 
eleventh century a dispute arose as to which of 
the three had been the best, truest example of 
a living Christian faith, and the most eloquent 
and able of the three in their writings on the 
faith. It became a cause celebré, with the  

 

arguments and divisions spreading far and 
wide. It got so bad that schisms were forming 
and threatening to split the Church, which 
was ironic, to say the least, since the three 
men had spent the greater portion of their lives 
fighting for an orthodox, catholic (and above 
all, unified) Church. 

Enter St. John Mauropus, the Metropolitan of 
Euchaita, known for his virtue and his 
powerful eloquence. One night, he dreamed 
that the three appeared before him, and 
assured him, both separately and speaking 
together in unison, that before God they were 
all equal, and that no discord or rivalry 
divided them. They asked the Metropolitan to 
tell those causing the disputes to cease their 
arguing and to stop creating divisions in the 
Church where none needed to be, especially 
since they had all worked for that exact unity 
during their lives. They suggested that a 
commemoration be established, to honour all 
three of them on the single day. Then they 
departed, talking amongst themselves with all 
amity and friendship. 

When John woke, he called an assembly and 
announced his dream to his people. Word 
spread, and amazingly enough, the divisions 
ceased when the feast of the Three Holy 
Hierarchs was set on the last day of January  
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to honour, as the Greek Archdiocese website 
says: “These three luminaries of the Church 
[who] have shed the light of the true Faith all 
over the world, scorning dangers and 
persecutions, and they have left us, their 
descendants, this sacred inheritance by which 
we too can attain to utmost blessedness and 
everlasting life in the presence of God and of 
all the Saints.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of the annual celebration 

for the Three Hierarchs, we were 

honoured this year by the visit of 

the Minister of Education and 

Culture. On Sunday 27th January 

2019. The following is Dr 

Chambiaouris address for opening 

the Celebrations at our School 

Greetings 
It is a great pleasure to welcome you to today’s 
event, organised by Ayia Triada Greek School of 
Birmingham, held at the premises of the 
Midlands Greek and Cypriot Association to 
honour and celebrate  
 
 
 

the Three Holy Hierarchs.  
Today, as Christians and as 
Greek, we honour three immortal figures 
that illuminate the Pantheon of Greek  
and Christian Literature. Today’s celebration 
gives us the chance to remember with awe and 
reverence, these Three great Ecumenical 
Teachers, Vasileios the Great, Grigorios 
Theologos and Ioannis Chrysostomos. 
By honouring the Tree Hierarchs, we honour the 
Greek Letters and the Greek Orthodox Education. 
Therefore, all Greek students, no matter how far 
from Greece and Cyprus they live celebrate and 
honour our holy Father’s sacred work.  
The three hierarchs co-ordinated logic with 
faith, ethos with science, theory with actions. 
They were at the same time acting and working 
as theologists, scientists, orators/rhetoricians, 
teachers, pedagogists, philosophers and social 
workers. They studied philosophy, rhetoric and 
all the Greek literature through which they 
discovered the eternal values of social justice, 
peace, friendship, humanism and they 
recognised the educational value of the Greek 
literature/letters and the positive/beneficial 
effect it has on each person’s character, 
especially the young people. They have 
managed, with their multidimensional 
education and strong faith to harmoniously and 
successfully combine the teaching of 
Christianity with the ancient Greek wisdom. The 
result of this combination has been the birth of 
a culture which has the human race as the 
centre alongside cardinal/basic virtues such as 
respecting God, Elliniko metro?? Democracy, 
freedom, justice, love, tolerance and 
fraternization.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Visit of the Minister 

of Education and Culture, 

Dr Costas Champiaouris 
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The teachings of the three hierarchs are such 
that they determine the fundamental role of 
education. Through their role as educators they 
have created a school which doesn’t only 
transmits knowledge but it is also developing 
ethos and character based on fixed values and 
ideals. This is the vision of the Ministry of 
Culture and Education, the configuration of 
citizens with ethos, citizens who are consciously 
educated, responsible and democratic, capable 
to actively contribute and address the 
challenges of this modern era, aware of what 
their historical identity and the power of 
tradition carries. 
It is due to the power of the Greek 
Literature/Education and through the 
preservation of this historic identity that the 
Greek nation survived and it continues to do so 
through the Secret School of Romiosini which 
continues to carry on walking on the front track 
of the world history. Other nations and people 
have disappeared not only because they were 
defeated in battles but also due to the fact that 
they have moved away and disengaged from 
their religious traditions and as a result their 
national memorial, visions and ideals have been 
lost. 
Therefore, there is no doubt that Letters are  our 
greatest legacy.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear all, 
Our country has many reasons to preserve its 
culture. The last 45 years, Cypriot struggles to 
survive. With a tradition οf 3.5000 years, the 
Greek Cypriots are chased out of their homes 
and half of their motherland is under Turkish 
occupation. Our people’s history is alternated, 
historical monuments are are being destroyed 
every day, our churches are getting defiled and 
Cypriot pieces of art are sold around the world. 
Apart from the political moves that the Cypriot 
people make, we need to equip our children with 
all the necessaries so that the Cypriot people 
can survive not only as individuals  but also an 
a nation. We need to keep our spirits up and 
boost our competitiveness in order to free our 
motherland. 
The Three Hierarchs were guiding stars, who 
loved God and helped humans, who were 
highly educated but humble and who combined 
theory with practice and wisdom with moral 
virtues.  
Therefore, let us follow the lesson they gave us 
so that we can find a deeper meaning to our 
existence. 
Last but not least, allow me to congratulate the 
Greek School of Cypriot-Estia “Ayia Triada” 
Birmingham, for I am aware of its significant 
contribution to our emigrant youth’s education  
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and of all the consistent efforts by those who 
consist it, to offer the best possible treatment to 
our students.   
A treatment that is consistent not only with our 
Hellenic and Orthodox tradition, but also with 
modern needs and developments in European 
and Universal level. 
Our children and young teenagers even though 
they live far from their homeland, they are 
struggling to maintain and preserve their 
cultural and national identity.  
I am really moved every time I realize that our 
children are proud of their origins and 
appreciate their rich cultural heritage, that our 
predecessors have passed on them. I am sure 
that Cypriot and Greek Customs will be 
maintained here in the UK. 
Finally, I would like to express my deep 
gratitude and appreciation to the Community of 
Ayia Triada Birmingham and to everyone else 
that contributed in any way to today’s event 
and I wish all the best for the future. 

 

With excitement and pride, we 

welcomed the Minister of 

Education and Culture to our 

School on Sunday, 27th January 

2019.  

Dr Champiaouris, congratulated the 

management and staff of our school and said 

that the Greek school of Ayia Triada 

Birmingham is pursuing dreams and goals that 

not many Greek Schools  

 

  

 

can, and this is because of the  

continuous hard work, enthusiasm and  

passion of everyone involved in the 

School including the Management Board  

And the Teaching staff.  

 

The event both at the church and at the hall 

went really well and every one was impressed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the visit of the Minister of Education, Head of 

Primary Education, of the Chair of the Educational 

Service in our School, and of the School inspector 

of Cyprus Educational Mission, every one was 

excited. We really tried our best to welcome 

everyone to our school and show our work and 

the good Standards that Ayia Triada maintains. 

 

 

******** 

 

This Year’s Celebration 
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In this Year’s Three Hierarchs Celebration we 

welcome also children from the Greek School 

of Saint Andrews Birmingham who joined us. 

The photos speak for us… 
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Kristis & Charalambides Company from Cyprus 

have sponsored our school for £8000 for the 

building of new classroom. For this reason all 

December and January were dedicated in 

searching and receiving quoted for the building of 

new multi-dynamic classroom. Through this project 

we are hoping to create a new, fully equipped 

classroom which will be the base for Yea1 & and 2. 

We are hoping, also, that this classroom will be also 

used as a dance and class and library.  

The project will start at the end of February and 

will be complete at the end of June at the very 

latest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Building Plans 

New classroom 

                            window 


