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Dear Parents, 

Welcome to this month’s newsletter, 

we’ve had a fantastic year so far and 

covered a wide variety of subjects with 

all our students. 

As a teacher I am particularly looking 

forward to the coming months, as we will be covering 

various interesting topics whilst having a bit of fun and 

enjoying the upcoming spring weather. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone 

who has been supporting the school and will continue 

to help with further funding to ensure we provide our 

students, especially as we are looking forward to 

introducing a new nursery and reception classroom. 

 What we covered this month: 

 This month we worked on the Greek Easter; the meaning 

of  the Holly Week and why we celebrate the Easter.  

 This term the theme that all our classes should cover is 

‘Journey to Greece’ or ‘Journey to Cyprus’. 

 This month we had two visits; one of the head of Cyprus 

educational mission and one of the Head of Greece educational 

mission. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this month’s 

Newsletter. 

Kind regards 

Paraskevi Evangelia Boutza 

 (Teacher, Erdington, Stourbridge, Tamworth ) 

BSc, MA, CELTA 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome note for 
  

Up and Coming 
Events and Holidays: 

 Sunday 27th March 2016- Annual National Celebration for 

the 25th of March 1821 , Evangelismo and 1st of Apriliou 

1955-59. 
 Monday 2nd of May –Easter Cake, Flaounes and other 

traditional treats sale 

 Dates that the Greek School of Agia Triada 

(including  branches of  our School) will remain 

closed due to the Greek Easter: 

 Thursday 28/4/2016 (Cannock, Stourbridge) 

 Friday 30/4/2016  

 Monday 2/4/2016 (Erdington) 

 We should also bring to your attention that our 

Stourbridge will remain closed   on Thursday 

5/4/2016 as the school is a polling station. 
 

April Issue: 
 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d2/Flag_of_Greece_and_Cyprus.svg
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjkhpTkxovMAhWCyRoKHdmNC4EQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/haanwi/3-easter-clipart/&psig=AFQjCNGlqg4wo_V_A1QjaaNeQZrpmblC6A&ust=1460634768190819
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This month we celebrated 

the Greek Easter. Our kids 

were educated about the 

meaning of the Holly Week 

in parallel to working on 

Easter crafts.   

 

 

The blessed period of Lent is fast 

approaching to its close and we 

will soon be celebrating the feast  

of all feasts, the Great and Holy 

Feast of Pascha – the life-giving 

Resurrection of our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ. However for 

us to be partakers of this great 

feast we are first called to “journey 

with Him and be crucified with 

Him” and walk along the path of 

the Passion, Crucifixion, Death and 

Resurrection of our Lord. And this 

is the purpose of Holy and Great 

Week. 

I would like to briefly summarise 

the meaning of each day of Holy 

Week and its importance in our 

spiritual struggle which will enable 

us to live the glory of the 

Resurrection. 

On Great and Holy 

Monday we 

commemorate Joseph 

the Patriarch, the 

beloved son of Jacob. 

Joseph's story is told in the final 

section of the Book of Genesis 

(chs. 37-50). Because of his 

exceptional qualities and 

remarkable life, our patristic and 

liturgical tradition portrays Joseph 

as typos Christou, i.e., as a 

prefigurement or image of Christ.  

The Meaning of Greek Orthodox Easter 

                              By our priest father Nicholas Karafyllides 

 

 

 

Moments from April 
 

Pupils of the Month:  

We take this time to acknowledge the students of 

the month. Although all students have made 

significant progress these students in particular 

have surpassed our expectations. 

Erdington Saturday & Monday: 
Myrto Psarou, Katerina Bailey, Levana Robinson, 

Mariliz Thouki, Fotis Matopoulos, Panagiotis 

Kyriakou, Agapios Chatzihampis, Eliaς Rashid, 

Andria Ellina, Alex Agapakis, Jiannis O’ Rorke 

Stoubridge: Maria Marneris, Antonia Fantis, 

Anastasia Markou 

Tamworth:  Rebecca-Stavroula Argeitaki-White 

Worcester: Katerina Fletcher, Despoina 

Prokopiou, Kiki Smith, Nicole Constantinou, 

Gavriella Gabriel, 

Cannock:  Maria Nikolaidou, Giorgos Nikolaidis 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d2/Flag_of_Greece_and_Cyprus.svg
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The story of Joseph illustrates the 

mystery of God's providence, 

promise and redemption.  

Innocent, chaste and righteous, 

his life bears witness to the power 

of God's love and promise.  

Also, on Great and Holy Monday 

the Church commemorates the 

event of the cursing of the fig tree 

(Matthew 21:18-20). The fig tree 

is symbolic of Israel becoming 

barren by her failure to recognize 

and receive Christ and His 

teachings. This episode makes it 

clear that nominal Christianity is 

unworthy of God's kingdom. 

Genuine Christian faith is dynamic 

and fruitful. Those who belong to 

Christ ought to live and walk in the 

Spirit; and the Spirit will bear fruit 

in them: love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, self-

control (Galatians 5:22-25). 

On Holy Tuesday the Church calls 

to remembrance the parable of the 

Ten Virgins which relates to Chris’s 

Second Coming. From this 

parables we learn that Judgment 

Day will be like the situation in 

which the virgins of the parable 

found themselves: some will be 

ready to receive the bridegroom 

and others will not.  

The bridegroom is Christ and the 

bride is us longing to be with Christ 

in  the Kingdom of Heaven.  

On Holy Wednesday the Church 

invites the faithful to focus their 

attention on the sinful woman who 

anointed the head of Jesus shortly 

before the passion while tears 

were flowing from her eyes. These 

are tears of repentance. And our 

most merciful Christ forgives her 

sinful life. The repentance of the 

sinful harlot is contrasted with the 

tragic fall of the chosen disciple. 

On Thursday of Holy Week four 

events are commemorated: the 

washing of the disciples' feet, the 

institution of the Sacrament of the 

Holy Eucharist at the Last Supper, 

the agony in the garden of 

Gethsemane, and the betrayal of 

Christ by Judas.  

On Great and Holy Friday the 

Orthodox Church commemorates 

the death of Christ on the Cross. 

This is the culmination of the 

observance of His Passion by 

which our Lord suffered and died 

for our sins. This commemoration 

begins on Thursday evening with 

the Matins of Holy Friday and 

concludes with Vespers on Friday 

afternoon that observes the 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d2/Flag_of_Greece_and_Cyprus.svg
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unnailing of Christ from the Cross 

and the placement of His body in 

the tomb. 

 

 

On Great and Holy Saturday the 

Church contemplates the mystery 

of the Lord's descent into Hades, 

the place of the dead. Death, our 

ultimate enemy, is defeated from 

within. "He (Christ) gave Himself 

as a ransom to death in which we 

were held captive, sold under sin. 

Descending into Hades through 

the Cross ... He loosed the bonds 

of death" (Liturgy of St. Basil). On 

Great Saturday our focus is on the 

Tomb of Christ. This is no ordinary 

grave. It is not a place of 

corruption, decay and defeat. It is 

life-giving, a source of power, 

victory and liberation. 

 

On the Great and Holy Feast of 

Pascha, Orthodox Christians 

celebrate the life-giving 

Resurrection of our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ. This feast of 

feasts is the most significant day 

in the life of the Church.  
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It is a celebration of the defeat of 

death, as neither death itself nor 

the power of the grave could hold 

our Saviour captive. 

In this victory that came through 

the Cross, Christ broke the 

bondage of sin, and through faith 

offers us restoration, 

transformation, and eternal life. 

On this joyous occasion we will all 

sing the triumphal hymn of the 

resurrection: 

Christ is risen from the dead, 

by death he has trampled on 

death, 

and to those in the graves given 

life. 

Parts of this article are extracts taken from the web 

site of the Greek Orthodox Church of America 

http://www.goarch.org/ 

The teachers, children and the Management Board of our School 

would like to thank father Nicholas for taking the time to 

prepare and  share this article with us in our newsletter. 

Below we are sharing with you  moments 

from school life in April whilst learning & 

crafting for the Greek Easter: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Stourbridge (nursery) 

 

 
 
 

 

Stourbridge (Year 1+) 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

Erdington Saturday (Year 5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d2/Flag_of_Greece_and_Cyprus.svg
http://www.goarch.org/


 

   

 
 

Newsletter 
Greek School of Ayia Triada Birmingham 

Design: Dr. S. Tryfonos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Erdington (Nursery) 

 
  

                         Erdington Saturday (Year 1)   

 

                  

 

 

 

 

Visit of the Head of Cyprus 

educational mission, Mrs Maria 

Papalouka… 

Morning tea with the parents 
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The  management board of the school welcomes the 

Head of Cyprus educational mission, Mrs Maria 

Papalouka 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit in the classes 

 

 

Our Pupils, the School Management Board, the 

headteacher with the teachers and the priest Fr. 

Christos.. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Καλό Πάσχα & Καλή Ανάσταση 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d2/Flag_of_Greece_and_Cyprus.svg

